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Breaking down O-Week
BREE MANTHA
STAFF WRITER
"Orientation Week is one of those things that's only run for a week
but is on everyone's minds throughout the entire year."
-Kyle Walker, WLUSUPresident
The longstanding tradition of Ori-
entationWeek's On-Campus Cel-
ebration went off without a hitch
again this year.
Wilfrid Laurier University Stu-
dents' Union (WLUSU) president
Kyle Walker described the Tuesday
night event ashighly successful.
There were very few disruptions
during the event. Walker estimated
that 90 per cent of students who
were asked to leave the celebration
were turned away at the entrance,
whether it was due to visible intoxi-
cation, underage drinking or pos-
sessing alcohol.
More severe incidents resulted in
O-Week bracelets being cut, with
those students facing a meeting with
Walker.
"Alot of wristbands weren't cut
necessarily because students were
intoxicated," Walker explained, "It
was because [...] they showed up at
the main doors with alcohol with
them."
More Orientation
• SBE O-Day
• Academic sessions
• Shinerama results
NICK LACHANCE VISUAL DIRECTOR
Head Icebreakers celebrate during the closing ceremonies of O-Week at University Stadium on Sept. 11 after a day of Shinerama.
Hawks continue hot start
Laurier soccer teams move to 3-0 with wins over McMaster
and Guelph; rookie Mithrush second in provincial scoring
JAMIE NEUGEBAUER
STAFF WRITER
Both ofthe WilfridLaurier Golden
Hawks soccer teams remained un-
defeated over the weekend, taking
down the McMaster Marauders and
Guelph Gryphons to improve to 3-0
on the season.
Second half strikes from Aman-
da Mithrush and Sadie Anderson
were plenty for the women's team
to power past the visiting Gryphons
by a score of 2-0 on Sunday after-
noon. It truly was a dominant per-
formance, with the purple and gold
claiming possession for a large ma-
jority ofthe match.
Veteran midfielderHeather Mal-
izia gave the visitors fits all game,
and itwas her sublime cross in the
51st minute that was converted by
rookie phenom Mithrush. The fin-
ish was the Thunder Bay native's
third tally in as many games - good
enough for second in the province.
Veteranfullback Anderson would
score on a penalty in the 63rd
minute to give the Hawks an insur-
ance goal.
"It is a fair result for us," com-
mentedLaurier head coach Barry
MacLean. "We were definitely the
dominant side today."
Fourth-year holding midfielder
Tania Pedron was remarkable all
weekend for the Hawks, controlling
the play with her calmness, compo-
sure and intelligent distribution.
On both goals, it was her ini-
tialballs up the pitch that were the
catalysts.
"She is our team leader," MacLean
said concerning Pedron. "She can
play on the ball, she is justa high-
end player."
The victory gives the Hawks a de-
served record ofthree wins in three
matches after droppingMcMaster
3-2 in Hamilton on Saturday.
By outscoring the opposition by
a count of8-3 in only three con-
tests, the purple and gold have sent
a clear message that they intend to
atone for their Ontario University
Athletics (OUA) semi-final exit last
It's a fair result for us,
we were definitely the
dominant side today."
—Barry MacLean, head coach
season.
On the men's side, the Hawks
barely squeaked by the Gryphons
on Sundaywith an uninspired and
scrappy 1-0 victory.
News Director Linda
Givetash speaks to your
mayoral candidates Local, page 6
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Tune in to the Cord Roundtable Wednesdays from
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This week...
Keep up-to-date
Campus News Editor Mike Lakusiak discusses this
week's section including O-Week pieces and pro-
posals put forward by WLUSU president Kyle Walk-
er... blah blah blah.
Get to know your candidates
News Director Linda Givetash will stop by to dis-
cuss her interviews with Waterloo's mayoral can-
didates. Pieces of the recorded interviews will be
played.
NFL sports preview
Sports Editor Justin Fauteux and Graphics Editor
Wade Thompson give predictions for this year's
American football season.
CORRECTION
Student life:A balancing act
In an article printed in the Sept. 6 issue of the Cord it was printed that
theWriting Centre is located in the library when their location has been
changed to the Dr. Alvin Woods Building (DAWB) in room 1-102 on the
main floor. The Writing Centre offers drop-in hours, workshops, individual
appointments as well as resources on writing for all students. The students
who work at theWriting Centre are paid upper-year students who undergo
extensive training prior to working with students. The Cord apologizes for
this error.
This Week in quotes
Ifyou take a space like
the dining hall, that's
not meant for studying,
that's meant for eating."
—Kyle Walker, WLUSUpresident on
lack ofstudy space on campus
"There will be a regional contribution as well. I mean we weren't get-
tingthis free — it's not like getting a transit system for free, so we have to
take a look at what's affordable."
-Ken Seiling, Waterloo Regional Chair
"What we try to do as a professional association is herd cats. We try to
keep all these people working and communicating with each other and
provide venues where we can do those sorts of things."
-Alistair Edgar explaining the operations of theAcademic Council on the United
Nations System (ACUNS)
"The end goal is that the Students' Union has knowledge of all the infor-
mation that's going out because, as you know, the Students' Union is a
very deep organization and sometimes doesn't always know what every-
body is doing."
-Phil Champage describing the depth and intricacy ofWLUSU
"I'mreally tired ofthe Students' Union launching things that aren't
working one hundred per cent properly."
-Phil Champagne, WLUSUMarketing and Events Manager on the history ofpast
union projects
"I really hope that people aren't justhere because they think we're good
looking 'cause thatwould suck."
-Cam Hunter, Down With Webster
"I'd like to be a lawyer."
-Karkwa drummerSte'phane Bergeron on employment ifhe wasn 't in a band
Vocal Cord
Did you find
the O-Week
academic
sessions useful?
"They were really helpful.
The person who did them
was my professor for my
first-year course, so I got
to see what she was like."
—Amie Borys, first-year
communication studies
"They were useful be-
cause they gave me a
good idea of what to
expect in my first couple
days."
—Brent Goetz, first-year
business
"It was okay...not the best."
—Jackie Xu, first-year busi-
ness
"Useful but they were re-
petitive. It helped for one
session, but you didn't
need to go to three of
them."
—Tashinga Chauma, first-
year psychology
Compiledby JusinFauteux
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This week around Laurier: O-Week
Check out the gallery at thecord.ca
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Preamble to The Cord
constitution
The Cord will keep faith with its readers by presenting news and
expressions of opinions comprehensively, accurately and fairly. The
Cord believes in a balanced and impartial presentation of all relevant
facts in a news report, and of all substantial opinions in a matterof
controversy.
Thestaff of The Cord shall uphold all commonly held ethical conven-
tions ofjournalism. When an error of omission or ofcommission has
occurred, that error shall be acknowledged promptly. When state-
mentsare made that are critical ofan individual oran organization,we
shall give those affected the opportunity to reply at the earliest time
possible. Ethical journalism requires impartiality and consequently
conflicts ofinterest and the appearance ofconflicts of interest will be
avoided by all staff.
The only limits ofany newspaperare those ofthe world around it.and
so The Cord willattempt tocover its world witha special focus on Wil-
fridLaurier University and the community ofKitchener-Waterlooand
with a special ear to the concerns of the students of Wilfrid Laurier
University. Ultimately, The Cord will be bound by neither philosophy
nor geography in its mandate.
The Cord has an obligation to foster freedom ofthe press and freedom
of speech. This obligation is best fulfilled when debate and dissentare
encouraged, both in the internal workings of the paper and through
The Cord's contact with the studentbody.
The Cord will always attempt to do what is right, with fear ofneither
repercussions, nor retaliation. The purpose ofthe student press is to
act as an agent of social awareness and so shall conduct the affairs
of our newspaper.
Quote ofthe week:
"Are those your carrots, because you can dipthem in my hummus
ifyou want."
-Campus News Editor MikeLakusiak offering his hummus to tditor-
in- Chief Alanna Wallace
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According to Walker, a wristband
needed to be cut without exception
in those situations due to the danger
of both WLUSU and the school los-
ing their liquor licenses.
Despite the fact that wristbands
were cut, Walker reported that the
number of offenders was on par
with lastyear. On top ofthat, all but
three wristbands were given back.
"There were just three incidents
where the students were very ag-
gressive with security," he noted.
"We're not goingto give youyour
wristband back in that situation."
Walkerwas impressed that stu-
dents were able to uphold Laurier's
reputation within the community.
With Waterloo Regional Police on
duty and bylaw informed ofthe cel-
ebration, WLUSU was able to shut
the event downat 1 a.m. without a
single noise complaint.
During the course ofthe night,
Emergency Response Team was
dispatched atotal of five times and
Special Constable Services (SCS)
were dispatched six times.
One ofthe more urgent medi-
cal emergencies occurred in the
Turret, where two students passed
out, allegedly from heat exhaus-
tion. However, rumours ofstudents
being carried out on stretchers were
exaggerated.
Walker emphasized that despite
concerns about the heat, the Turret
never exceeded capacity and was in
fact below capacity for most ofthe
night.
"It was pretty hot up there," Walk-
er admitted, but he was proud of
the actions that were taken by SCS
and the O-Week volunteers. SCS
opened the doors to the outdoor
area, and volunteers took action by
bringing up thirty cases ofwater
bottles to distribute to students.
Though SCS was not dispatched
at all during the 2009 celebration,
Operations Manager Chris Han-
cocks maintains that officers were
not very busy at allTuesday and felt
that things went smoothly.
Foot Patrol had an active night.
"We had about 32 volunteers work-
ing for the night, including some
Breakers withprevious Foot ex-
perience, and every O-Week vol-
unteer on Foot," said Ashley Ma-
dill-Tossounian, the Foot Patrol
coordinator.
Madill-Tossounian said it was
hard to keep track of exactly how
many walks the service performed
thatnight because many did not
call to be met and escorted home.
However, it was determined that
Foot performed 200 walks and rides
during the celebration — nearly
twice as many as last year's event,
where 113 individuals were walked
and driven.
Madill-Tossounian was pleas-
antly surprised at how few ofthose
Foot Patrol encountered were visibly
intoxicated. "There are always going
to be students who want to break
the rules," she noted.
On-Campus Celebration had re-
cently changed monikers after being
known as "On-Campus Party" in
previous years.
With WLUSU's new "learning
outcomes" and the attempt to shift
the focus away from O-Week revel-
ry, the name change seemedfitting.
Shinerama results
$121,485
Unofficial total raised during
Laurier's Shinerama 2010,
$10,000 more than last year
$94,863
Total from Saturday's Shine Day
alone
$20.6m
Amount raised for Cystic Fibrosis
by all Shinerama events nationally
since 1964
"Foundation policy is that
all funds eo to research and
care. We nave fifty chapters
but most ofthe money will
stay locally so it helps those
in your area." -Tracey Adams,
special events manager, Cana-
dian Cystic Fibrosis Foundation
MEGAN CHERNIAK PHOTOGRAPHY MANAGER
Students wave their arms and lift others into the air during the "on-
campus celebration" held the second night of Orientation Week.
NEWS
First-years reminded of responsibility
Involvement
stressed at SBE
orientation day
MIKE LAKUSIAK
CAMPUS NEWS EDITOR
News Director Linda Givetash ￿ lgivetash@thecord.ca
Sunday ofOrientation Week gath-
ered students from the Wilfrid Lau-
rier School ofBusiness and Eco-
nomics (SBE) together for the fac-
ulty's annual O-Day, a chance for
students to experience SBE-specific
programming and opportunities for
involvement.
Held in the Schlegel Centre and
the Waterloo Inn, students attend-
ed a luncheon featuring a talk by
Procter and Gamble Canada presi-
dent and Laurier business gradu-
ate Tim Penner. The overwhelming
theme ofthe day, which featured a
distinct get-involved fair for busi-
ness and economics students, was
taking advantage ofopportunities
for involvement on campus from the
absolute beginning of students' time
at university.
"Whenyou're only starting class-
es tomorrow graduation seems like
a really long time away," Penner told
the over 550 students assembled,
"And it is. You've got time, I just
encourageyou to use it very, very
wisely."
He impressed upon students the
importance ofwhatever experience
they can gather during that time,
especially in campus clubs and or-
ganizations. "It's going to be those
experiences that differentiate you
relative to the 50,000 business and
public administration students in
Canada," he said.
"Someone that was an achiever
on the Laurier campus will continue
to be an achiever after they graduate
and join the business world," he ex-
plained. "You can predict mediocrity
and you can predict achievement,
and no company is looking for me-
diocre people, we've all got enough
ofthose already."
Penner's words resounded with
students according to School of
Business and Economics Students'
Society (SBESS) president Aneesh
Lai. "The O-Day get involved fair
told us that [first-years] were recep-
tive to that message," he said. "The
fact that it was packed for two hours
and not justpeople writing down
names but engaging in dialogue all
over said something."
The day has been in the planning
stages since May, according to Lai,
who spoke to thereasoning behind
a separate orientation and Get-In-
volved fair for SBE students.
"People always wantto know
about their own faculty and O-Week
is avery general way to see how
greatLaurier is, but SBE-specific
O-Day on the Sunday is designed
so our students get the extra know-
how of how things work at SBE."
After his speech, Penner spoke
to the Cord about why he felt it is
important to reach incoming stu-
dents and emphasize involvement
from day one. "I've spoken on cam-
pus several times over the last sev-
eral years but I've never been asked
to speak to the introductory group
before," he said. "Frankly, as we in-
terview there's a lot of people who
you realize only started to get in-
volved on campus in their third year
when they're sort of sprinting for the
finish line and it's too late."
Penner made clear theposition
students are in with regards to in-
volvement opportunities on this
campus specifically, the all-impor-
tant effort initially that can lead
to dividends in the future. "I think
what separates Laurier from many
other campuses is the richness of
opportunities for leadership roles,"
he said. "There are more leadership
opportunities for students atLaurier
than justabout any other business
school that I know of"
"To come to Laurier and not
capitalize on that is a tremendous
missed opportunity."
MEGAN CHERNIAK PHOTOGRAPHY MANAGER
Proctor and Gamble president Tim Penner speaks to SBE's O-Day.
Academic Sessions for incoming
Arts, Science and SBE students
made mandatory this year
ELIZABETH BATE
STAFF WRITER
MIKE LAKUSIAK
CAMPUS NEWS EDITOR
While classes atLaurier didn't of-
ficially begin until Sept. 13, partici-
pants in orientation activities were
given a pause to examine the more
academic side of university life.
Academic sessions have been a
growing part of the O-Week sched-
ule for the last five years, according
to Michael Imort, dean ofthe fac-
ulty of arts; however, this year was
the firstyear these sessions were
mandatory.
The implementation of the ses-
sions is a step in the right direc-
tion, he said. "It is a beginning;
it is not nearly enough from our
perspective."
"If you look at the Orientation
Week," he elaborated, "whatwe have
is barely a day to prepare students
for the academic challenges and
transitions ahead ofthem."
Imort talked about a trend of de-
cline in students' grade point av-
erages (GPAs) in his academic
session.
"We don't care aboutyour intel-
ligence, we care aboutyour perfor-
mance," he told the first-years as-
sembled, also noting that, "Approxi-
mately three out often students
don't graduate with the honours
designation."
Markus Poetzsch, the English un-
dergraduate advisor, also spoke with
students during Friday's sessions
emphasizing the resources available
if some feel it hard to maintain good
academic standing.
"Talk to your professors," he said
repeatedly, encouraging students to
ask for help.
Neither Imort nor Poetzsch pro-
fessed to know exactiy why under-
graduate grades are trending down-
wards, but Poetzsch suspected an
inability to maintain balance as one
factor.
He told students his position in-
creasingly means taking on the role
ofcareer and guidance counselor,
advising students about more than
just theircourses and timetables.
According to Poetzsch, he has
seen more and more burnt-out stu-
dents in his office, often with mul-
tiple jobs in addition to full-time
studies.
"It seems to be the normative," he
said. "It may have something to do
with tuition prices."
Imort pointed to a lack of pre-
paredness among incoming stu-
dents as another trend.
"What we're faced with in the
last few years [are] students who
underestimate what is required,"
he explained. "The transition is
too dramatic for them; they are not
prepared for the workload, for the
stress."
He said that these topics need to
be impressed upon and discussed
among first-years, though he la-
mented, "That takes time, small
workshops rather than a large lec-
ture hallwhere I stand for forty-five
minutes and talk about it."
In the aftermath of the sessions,
Imort said feedback from students
was rare, however, those he did
hear from were positive about the
experience.
"I think the students are better off
for it."
Few incidents reported
at on-campus party
-cover
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WLU centre makes strides
OLIVIA NIGHTINGALE
STAFF WRITER
Campus News Editor Mike Lakusiak » m[akusiak(athecord.ca
According to the Parkinson Society
of Canada, nearly 100, 000 Canadi-
ans currently live with the debilitat-
ing neurodegenerative disease. This
number does not take into account
the thousands of Canadians who
suffer from other neurodegenerative
diseases and movement disorders.
Most who suffer from Parkin-
son's disease and other movement
disorders struggle to find suitable
treatment that can help to ease the
severity oftheir symptoms. Despite
extensive research, little has been
discovered about how to curb the
effects of neurodegenerative and
movement disorders.
Since itwas established in 2007,
the Laurier MovementDisorder
Research and Rehabilitation Cen-
tre (MDRC) has been on the cut-
ting edge ofmovement disorder and
Parkinson's research and treatment,
gaining both local and international
recognition.
The MDRC, which operates out of
Wilfrid Laurier University's North-
dale Campus, offers assessment and
treatment forpatients ranging in
age from their early twenties to geri-
atric patients.
Director of the centre Dr. Quincy
Almeida explained that unlike other
movement disorder facilities, at the
MDRC researchers "aimto under-
stand the disease first then proceed
to an appropriate treatment."
Every room in the centre is uti-
lized to assess the various symp-
toms of neurodegenerative illnesses
including speech, balance and cog-
nitive skills. This, in turn, allows the
staff to isolate specific issues that
must be addressed and through the
use of state ofthe art equipment at-
tempt to reduce the effects oftheir
symptoms.
The centre boasts a large staff
comprised of six faculty members,
15Laurier graduate students and
150Laurier undergraduate students.
Dr. Almeida credits theastonishing
success oftheprogram to the Lau-
rier students who work there. "The
centre would not run without them,"
he said.
Trish Knobl, a second-year mas-
ter's student who works at the
MDRC began volunteering there
early in her undergraduate degree at
Laurier.
"Within the MDRC it's not just
the exercise programs that are going
on, you have a lot of research going
on behind the scenes as well," she
said.
She added, "I love the interaction
with the patients."
"You get to know the patients re-
ally well and you get to help them
progress through the exercises,
whichis great because you get to see
the benefits and they're so grate-
ful thatyou're able to help them. It's
justa really rewarding experience."
It was, in fact, a WLU under-
graduate student's thesis that pro-
vided a breakthrough in early de-
tection methodsfor Parkinson's
disease. Upon further testing of
the ideas presented in the thesis, it
was discovered that the monitor-
ing of speech is an incredibly useful
tool in the diagnosis and treatment
processes.
The MDRC has thrived as a result
ofsuch active studentparticipation.
Dr. Almeida explained, "This kind
ofhands-on learning is invaluable.
Students take away so much from
it."
The ongoing success ofThe
MovementDisorders Research and
Rehabilitation Centre has no signs
of slowing down. Starting next
Monday, Sept. 20, the Centre will
begin a newrehabilitation program
with 200 Parkinson's patients. The
program will look to curbing the
progression of the disease using
new treatment methods. Almeida
is optimistic about the future ofthe
MDRC.
"The time isright forLaurier and
for this program," he said.
"I feel like it's almost defined my
experience at Laurier," Knobl said
of her timeat the MDRC, especially
dealing directly with patients.
"Getting so much experience
from the MDRC has really opened
my eyes to what I want to do in the
future."
- Withfilesfrom Mike Lakusiak
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MDRC director Dr. Qunicey Almeida poses alongside some of the
centre's equipment used for Parkinson's research and treatment.
Social media hire
MIKE LAKUSIAK
CAMPUS NEWS EDITOR
The WilfridLaurier University Stu-
dents' Union (WLUSU) has created
a newposition in the organization
to correspond with an increased fo-
cus on digital promotion to students.
The position of social media coordi-
nator is meant to create a structure
for all of WLUSU's operations in-
cluding its clubs' utilization of social
media.
Paula Millar, afifth-year commu-
nications and global studies major
has been hired for the role. She will
oversee use oftools including Twit-
ter, Facebook and the union's forth-
coming smartphone application as
well as to some extent the new digi-
tal screens and signage installed on
campus.
"The idea is to have someone who
can coordinate all the social media
that the students' union has," said
Phil Champagne, WLUSU marketing
and communications manager who
added the aim of therole is twofold,
ensuring the accuracy of informa-
tionand helping to develop plans for
how various WLUSU departments
will utilize social media.
WLUSU president Kyle Walker
emphasized the role social media
will play in promotions and various
aspects ofunion operations in the
future.
"Over the course ofthe summer
we've really changed direction in
terms ofhow we're connecting with
students. We're really tryingto go to
where students are rather than hav-
ing themcome to us," he explained.
"We invested a lot ofmoney in the
website and I don't think, to be hon-
est, that a lot of students are that in-
terested in having to go and seek out
information," said Walker.
"We need to do a better job of
telling students what we're doing
and giving the informationto them
where they are."
Champagne noted thatthe posi-
tionwas first discussed in the spring
and interviews took place in June.
"Itwill very much be a pioneer-
ing year trying to figure out what
we need thatposition to be," Cham-
pagne said, leading into why Millar
was ultimately hired.
"I think she's got the tools to be
that person to help us basically mold
that position to what it's goingto be
foryears to come."
Until August Millar was The
Cord's Local and National editor.She
resigned to take the social media co-
ordinatorposition and as yet no one
has been rehired to head the section.
Despite repeated requests for an
interviewbefore theprint deadline,
Millar refused to comment.
"It definitely crossed our minds,"
Champagne said whenasked ifthe
implications of Millar leaving Stu-
dent Publications for WLUSU were
considered in the hiring process.
"We were hoping that her relation-
ship with [Publications] would be
strong enough that itwouldn't end
up as awkward as it appears to be
heading. Personally, I viewed it as a
potential bridge between the two."
"I'll encourage her and work with
her and Pam Blomfield [vice presi-
dent ofpublic affairs] to try and get
it back on course and see if we can t
build that relationship," he added.
"Hopefully there hasn't been too
much damage done."
FILE PHOTO
WLUSU coordinator Paula Millar.
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Alcohol:
the most
commonly
used date
rape drug.
A person who is incapacitated by
alcohol cannot consent to sex.
Targeting someone who is drunk
or feeding someone drinks
with the intent of getting them
too drunk to say "no"
is pre-meditated sexual assault.
This message is brought to you by:
WUI .. Me\N name cor"'
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Applying for study time
Proposal would open library 24-hours if funding is secured
LINDA GIVETASH
NEWS DIRECTOR
The cost of the proposed project to keep the library open 24 hours a day for both terms: $51,021.55
"We need a space the students
can go to and rely on and know it's
meant for studying," he concluded.
Christinia Landry, president of
the GSA, echoed the importance of
having reliable study space cam pus,
particularly for graduate students.
"The stereotypical graduate student
as being a night-hawk is a stereo-
type for a reason," she said. "A lot of
students do thesis writing and that
sort ofthing during the night."
The resources available at the li-
brary were also considered as part
ofthe proposal. In addition to the
more obvious resources such as
books, computers and group study
rooms, Landry pointed out other
items that could be used more.
"I know that the library has PhD
study rooms and lockable gradu-
ate carrels and it wouldbe nice for
our membership to be able to access
those whenever it is that they are
struck with inspiration," she said.
While the argument does stand
that the current system of having the
library open for 24hours during the
exam periods has only had moder-
ate success, Landry and Walker not-
ed that the period is not as busy for
students as the 12 weeks ofclasses.
"That's the only period during the
year when students don't really, or
aren'treally inclined to stayup all
night because they have no com-
mitments during the day," Walker
explained.
Having the library accessible 24
hours a day, according to Landry,
also ties in with the universi-
ty's mission to enhance student
experience.
"More research-intensive univer-
sities do tend to have 24-hour ac-
cess to the library," she said. "I know
that the university wants to increase
the graduate student enrolment so
this could be a way... with respect
to interesting students to coming to
Laurier with the [university's] com-
mitments to academics."
The deadline for submissions for
the SIF was Sept. 14. At the time of
print, Ryan Simon, director ofbud-
gets and thebusiness office, said
that approximately 40 proposals had
been received.
Successful proposals, now under
review by the university president
and vice-presidents, are projected to
be announced in October.
The WilfridLaurier University Stu-
dents' Union (WLUSU) and Gradu-
ate Students' Association (GSA)
have put forward a proposal to uni-
versity administration for 24-hour
library access.
The proposal was made in light of
the Strategic InvestmentFund (SIF),
which asked members of the univer-
sity community to submit ideas for
funding in order to improve univer-
sity operations.
Kyle Walker, WLUSU president,
explained the $51,021 cost ofthe
project would support "having stu-
dents work the [circulation] desk
longer on days when it's only open
until 8 or 9 [p.m.] and an overnight
security cop."
The proposal compared the fa-
cility's size and resources to other
study spaces on campus. Using the
example of the dining hall, Walker
explained, "Students will resort
[to] there and it's not the best study
space because there's no computer
outlets, the wireless signal is poor,
some nights the lights just go off?'
News in brief
Fraternity makes noise on
campus for charity
M.
112
On the first day of classes, in the
amphitheatre, the A E Pi fraternity
held a rock-a-thon charity drive in
support ofThe Grand River Hospi-
tal Foundation and Save a Child's
Heart, an Israeli charity thatpro-
vides heart surgeries for children in
need worldwide. "We had five bands
come out andwe had brothers play-
ing in between bands," A E Pi vice
president Phil Jacobson said. After
the proceeds ofthe daywere tallied,
Jacobson confirmed a total of$1,600
was raised during the event, which
lasted from around 10 a.m. until 6 in
the evening.
NICK LACHANCE VISUAL DIRECTOR
Laurier Brantford granted
additional stimulus funding
On Sept. 14 anotherround offund-
ing from the federal government
was announced in support ofLau-
rier's Brantford campus. Laurier
Brantford will receive $466,000to
enhance facilities as part of Cana-
da's Economic Action Plan, which
provided over $250,000 earlier this
summer to the campus for develop-
ment ofathletic facilities. The new
funds have been allocated for the
installation ofvideo-conferencing
technology, technology that could
allow the satellite campus to partic-
ipate in lectures or meetings hosted
atLaurier's other campuses.
Blood Clinics scheduled
Laurier has partnered with Cana-
dian Blood Services to hold mobile
blood donor clinics on campus Sept.
17 and Jan. 31. The universityhas
pledged to collect at least 300 dona-
tions across its four campuses. The
university is now a Partner for Life
with the organization, joining hun-
dreds ofinstitutions nationwide
and will now set pledge goals.
-Compiled by Mike Lakusiak
Prof heads academic association on UN
MIKE LAKUSIAK
CAMPUS NEWS EDITOR
Wilfrid Laurier University political
science professor Alistair Edgar has
been appointed for a second time to
the position of executive director of
the Academic Council on the United
Nations System (ACUNS). ACUNS
is an international professional as-
sociation of scholars and practitio-
ners that examines the United Na-
tions and the organization's opera-
tions and system at large. ACUNS
was founded at Dartmouth College
in 1987and currently holdsroughly
600 individuals and 51 institutional
members in over 50 nations world-
wide. It has been hosted atLaurier
since 2003.
ACUNS draws together academ-
ics to discuss the operations and
function ofthe UN. "It really is a
forum for debate and discourse
around what is happening on the
international stage," explained vice-
president: academic and provost
Deb MacLatchy. "It gives our faculty
members an opportunity to be a
part of that dialogue."
According to Edgar ACUNS, rath-
er than functioning as a think tank
oflikeminded individuals working
through a particular perspective,
collects those whose opinions op-
pose to engage in discussion. "We'll
have people that are very critical of
the UN or this UN or this secretary
general or this issue," he said. "We
try to keep all these people working
and communicating with each other
and provide venues where we can do
those sorts ofthings."
While he assesses his job as ex-
ecutive director ofthe association as
"pushing paper around," including
fundraising and overseeing ACUNS'
publications, Edgar spoke to the im-
pact his involvement has on experi-
ences he brings to his classes. The
opportunity to attend conferences
with interesting and important in-
ternational figures has given Edgar a
depth ofexperience to bring to stu-
dents, though he will only be able to
teach a single course each year and
has none this year.
"I was at a conference in Nurem-
burg, Germanywith the interna-
tional prosecutor for the interna-
tionalcriminal court and older guys
who'd been lawyers at the Nurem-
burg tribunals after the Second
World War," he gave as one example.
"I'd be talking to all ofthese people,
they wouldn't know me from ahole
in the ground, but nonetheless I was
in that venue and able to talk and
listen to those people and I could
bring some of those things back to
my classes."
Edgar also noted the significance
ofhosting an international body
such as ACUNS atLaurier. "What
it did was put a smallish university
that had an active program of inter-
nationalization on the map of schol-
ars around the world who look at the
UN," he said, adding thatACUNS'
presence aided in securing govern-
ment funding in the development of
Waterloo's Centre for International
Governance Innovation (CIGI).
MacLatchy echoed Edgar's point,
saying, "Ifyou look at the previ-
ous universities that have host-
ed ACUNS, they're top-level U.S.
institutions."
She continued, "It exemplifies the
point that we are very strong as an
institution in international rela-
tions, global governance, interna-
tional security, peace and conflict."
Both MacLatchy and Edgar made
note of the development in interna-
tional affairs scholarship atLaurier
and nearby, including at the Cen-
tre for International Governance
Innovation (CIGI) and the Balsil-
lie School ofInternational Affairs.
The continuedpresence of ACUNS
atLaurier speaks to that trend of
growth in the field and what it will
mean for years to come.
"We're the first place that ACUNS
has stayed for two terms, and that
was avote of confidence by our
membership, an international board
ofgovernors, on the job that we'd
done for five years and on what we
said we could do for the next five
years," Edgar said.
NICK LACHANCE VISUAL DIRECTOR
ACUNS executive director Edgar
The Cord • Wednesday, September 15, 2010 CAMPUS 5
BYOU
WILL ALWAYS Ii
E3 EI FRDSH! MMWIMM
(UNTIL YDLJ CO M E HERE) VCJ 1, f' 1 H'J JBetter Gldsses Half Price Mondays, 2-4-1 Wednesdays
or buy a Student Discount Membership
Better Service AND GET HALF PR|CE MaviEs all term long!
H°UJ S best selection of foreign, cult, gay ° lesbian
* Complete 30-Hour Seminars
Better Vdlue dTlt* hard°to°find Blll®RayS and DUDs ' Convenient Weekend Schedule
" *>roven Test-Taking Strategies
w 11IIIH " xP®r '®nce< * Course Instructors;1H IBHIII N * Comprehensive Study Materials
255 King St N T
• SimulatedPractice Exams
@ In'|n • Personal Tutoring Available
e ff /t, I s • Thousands of Satisfied Students
OPTICfiL ! i fTTTTfd Igeneratidn xi a JLrrrflT*
E V AL-"rEHNI A_rl VE Video & MEDIA Ss | QcV7T|^|
□ 112 [10RCGItlflST.n.][SI9 eBBB°GEnH][HIBTGRLOD] 112 k
LOCAL
Meet your potential mayor
As the countdown to the municipal election in October begins, News Director Linda Givetash sits down
with each of the four mayoral candidates to discover their perspective of Waterloo
Local Editor Vacant • editor@thecord.ca
Jan d'Aitly
Councilor for the Central-Columbia Ward 6, d'Ailly lives in the Beechwood
neighbourhood just minutesaway from the northwest corner of the Univer-
sity ofWaterloo (UW). Having lived in his current homefor six years and in
the area for about 20years, d'Ailly explained that he moved to Waterloo from
London, Ontario after working and commuting for over ayear to the tri-city
area.
D'Ailly's community involvement, apart from his two consecutive terms
on city council, includes being an active member of his neighbourhood as-
sociation as well as participating in the area's recreational activities.
"There's lots ofopportunities to do the sporty-type things and take care
ofyour physical body." An avid cross-country skier and commodore for the
Conestoga Sailing Club, d'Ailly praised the recreational programming in the
city. He set this aspect of city living as the bar from which to compare other
aspects ofcity living. "I think one thing we really need to improve is that arts
and culture piece to make it as important as the sports piece," he said, elabo-
rating that improvingthe arts and culture in the city as one ofhis priorities.
Prior to his involvement in municipal politics, American-born d'Ailly
put his Canadian business degrees to use working for 20 years in thepri-
vate sector. Expressing his joy in entering public service to contribute to his
community, he commented, "Through mywork I've travelled extensively
throughout the world and when you see what we have in terms ofthe stan-
dard of living, the opportunities for education, the opportunities to do what
you want to do, you know, we're at the envy ofthe world."
Brenda Halloran
Campaigningfor re-election, current mayor Halloran has lived in her house
justnorth ofthe Laurel Creek ConservationArea for two years. While she
is a rather new resident to her neighbourhood, she has spent an extensive
amount oftime in different neighbourhoods throughout the city having
grown up in the University and Glenridge areas.
Like the other candidates, work and personal circumstances have taken
her out ofWaterloo for periods oftime, from obtaining her post-secondary
education in Stratford to living in Florida and Toronto.
"I think as younger people need to go out and like I did, travel the world
and see things, explore other areas to live in," she reflected on her experienc-
es. "But to me there's that old saying 'there's no place like home' and Water-
loo is home to me."
With a nursing degree from Conestoga College, Halloran's background in
health care came through as she explained her two attempts to apply to the
Ministry ofHealth for a "health care centre of excellence." While her efforts
have been unsuccessful thus far, Halloran expressed her determination to
win approval on such a facility ifelected for a second term.
After a term of building up the city's physical infrastructure, including the
addition ofa public square, Halloran is turning her focus back to individual
citizens.
"For me the next step is building the social infrastructure, finding out how
can we give more support to our neighbourhood associations, how can we
create more community-centered ideas in the neighbourhoods?" she said.
"A city doesn't run itself in isolation,you have to involve the community,
you have to invite people in."
NICK LACHANCE VISUAL DIRECTOR
Jan d'Ailly, a resident of Waterloo for 20 years, lives at 32 Academy
Crescent near Columbia Street and Westmount Road.
NICK LACHANCE VISUAL DIRECTOR
Brenda Halloran has lived in her new home for two years at 559
Tidewater Place just north of the Laurel Creek Conservation Area.
NICK LACHANCE VISUAL DIRECTOR
NICK LACHANCE VISUAL DIRECTOR
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j Franklin Ramsoomair
Former professor of management at Wilfrid Laurier University, Ramsoomair
has spent his 22 years in Waterloo living in his house in a quiet neighbour-
hood near Weber Street and Northfield Drive.
Moving to the city after receiving a teaching position at UW, he had previ-
ously spentfive years working in industry in eastern Canada and obtained
his doctorate from the University ofToronto.
Explaining his diligence in gathering practical experience before becom-
l ing a professor, Ramsoomair explained, "I wanted to say that I went through
j? theknowledge, the experiences and the politics ofindustry."
In addition to being a professor and mentor to the thousands of students
< thathave passed through his classroom, Ramsoomair formed the organi-
zationDream High and Fly which provides business education to under-
served youth.
In discussing the changes he would like to see in the city, Ramsoomair
I- said, "I would lobby against the voluminous tax burden that wehave tocarry.""Up to threeyears ago we were paying one per cent in tax and that has
I gone to ten per cent over the last three years," he explained further.
Drawing from his experience in teaching, Ramsoomair intends to provide
I guidance to council in order improve many ofthe city's issues. "My sense
! ofsatisfaction comes from facilitating people, providing them with avenues
to develop themselves and after 20 years I thought, let me try for a wider
community."
Dale Ross
Ross, a Laurier alumnus with a long history in the city, lives in afairly new
home in the olderBeechwood area near UW. Although business had him liv-
ing in Oakville for severalyears, Ross and his family have been residents of
Waterloo for over 40 years.
"You don't get some of the hustle and bustle that you get in the Toronto
area," Ross explained, having decided to return to Waterloo after his retire-
ment. "In ten minutes you can be out in the countryside ... and you still have
a bit of a small-townfeel for here."
His passion for business has kept him involved with the Canadian Sup-
ply-Chain Sector Council and Central Skills Canada. "I'm still heavily in-
volved with the federal government in developing occupational standards
and some ofthe associations, national and professional associations," said
Ross.
More locally, Ross maintains a presence at Laurier, where he earned his
BA and MBA. "I'm on the advisory board for the supply chain research cen-
tre at WilfridLaurier," he said. "I'm also a part-time instructor at Wilfrid
Laurier."
Ross became interested in Waterloo's politics after supporting his friend
Andrew Johnson in his campaign for mayor of Cambridge and researching
the city's financial history. "The biggest concern I have with the area right
now is just the financial health of the city," he remarked.
While he didn't plan on getting involved in city politics himself, Ross
pointed to his career for providing him with the necessary experience. "I
have a tremendous amount of experience in senior management from pri-
vate industry, so this is a way for me to take some of the skills I've acquired
over the years and give something back to the community."
NICK LACHANCE VISUAL DIRECTOR
Franklin Ramsoomair has lived in his house at 597 Glendene
Crescent, by Weber Street and Northfield Drive, for 22 years.
ELLI GARLIN PHOTOGRAPHY MANAGER
A long time resident of Waterloo, Dale Ross now lives at 335 Milla
Court, near Columbia Street and Westmount Road.
NICK LACHANCE VISUAL DIRECTOR
ELLI GARLIN PHOTOGRAPHY MANAGER
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Funding provided for
Light Rail Transit
Provincial and federal governments pledge $565 million in an
attempt to quell urban sprawl and the use of automobiles
ALANNA WALLACE
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF
After the Waterloo City Council ap-
proved plans for a Light Rail Transit
(LRT) system in June of 2009 that
would link many popular destina-
tions in the Kitchener-Waterloo
region, funding from both lev-
els ofgovernment has finally been
pledged.
On June 28 of thisyear, Ontar-
io Premier Dalton McGuinty an-
nounced that the government would
be providing the region with $300
million for the LRT project.
Earlier this month on Sept. 2, the
federal government announced that
they would provide one-third ofthe
proposed cost of the project.
During a briefvisit to the region,
Prime Minister Stephen Harper
pledged $265 million in funding
for the development ofLight Rail
Transit.
"[It] is a lot of moneyto come
into this region from the two levels
ofgovernment so we need to take
some time over the next couple of
months and look at what we've pro-
posed as our first phase," saidWa-
terloo regional chair Ken Seiling.
Despite the $565 million in fund-
ing from both levels of government,
monetary support still falls short of
the total cost ofStage 1 ofthe proj-
ect, whichwould see light rail ser-
vices from Conestoga Mall to Fair-
view Place Mall and rapid bus ser-
vices to Cambridge's Ainslie Street
Bus Terminal.
"That is something that regional
council willhave to address," said
Nancy Button, director ofrapid
transit for the Region ofWaterloo.
"We'll have to look atwhat isthe
best waywe can use the money
that's been committed, what's the
best project and how much can the
region fund."
Having approved the entire LRT
system but having the project exe-
cuted in stages, there is the possibil-
itythat the first phase will be altered
slightly to accommodate final fund-
ing totals, though a decision has yet
to be made.
"There are certainly some design
elements, some alternatives that
have to be looked at and we will take
a look," said Seiling. "It's a combi-
nation oflooking at what's feasible
and plus looking at what's feasible
financially."
Button continued the project has
experienced some delays in part be-
cause of a need for a transit project
assessment, which would examine
the impacts ofthe project on factors
such as the environment, nature,
economics and the KW population.
LRT was approved for the region
in an attempt to prepare for the re-
gion's projected population growth
of over 200,000 by 2031.
LRT will be used to restrain urban
sprawl, save farmland and restrict
the use ofautomobiles.
"Ourroad system cannot accom-
modate that kind of a population
growth with vehicles; we can't phys-
ically build all the roads that would
be necessary orwiden them neces-
sarily," said Seiling, who commented
thatKW hopes to avoid the gridlock
that plagues many communities in
the greaterToronto area.
Construction is expected to begin
in 2013 with light rail operations be-
ginning in 2016.
"We have a fair amount ofwork
to do before we put a shovel in the
ground," said Button.
LRT facts
• Stage 1 of the approved rapid
transit route includes Light Rail
Transit running from Conesto-
ga Mall in Waterloo to Fairview
Park Mall in Kitchener, much
like the iExpress buses that
currently run.
• Stage 1 will also include an
adapted Bus Rapid Transit
(aBRT) from Fairview Park Mall
to the Ainslie Street Transit Ter-
minal in Cambridge.
• This bus network will be al-
tered during Stage 2 to Light
Rail Transit which will run from
Fairview Park Mall to the Ain-
slie Street Transit Terminal in
Cambridge.
• The approved rapid transit
system will cost an estimated
$790 million plus an addition-
al $1 million each year for the
next decade to build transit
ridership in Cambridge.
• Once completed, the Light
Rail Transit system will have
stops at the University of Wa-
terloo and one near Wilfrid
Laurier University.
-All information provided by the
Waterloo Region's rapid transit
website.
KW in brief
Election nominations closed
Nominations for mayor and coun-
cillors for the Waterloo region closed
on Sept. 10.The following are the
candidates for Ward 6 and 7.
Ward 6
- Anne R. Crowe
- Mike Connolly
- Jeff Henry
- Ed Korschewitz
Ward 7
- Erin Epp
- Edwin Laryea
- Duncan McLean
- Peter Wollstencroft
- Melissa Durrell
- Noel V. Butler
High schoolsraise money
for Pakistan flood victims
Students at numerous secondary
schools across the Waterloo region
are raising money for victims of
Pakistan's floods through bake sales,
face-painting events and sending
letters home.
Some of the region's schools edu-
cate those who have personal ties to
the disaster in Pakistan.
Schools participating include For-
est Hill Public School in Kitchener.
The Catholic school board has also
sent letters home to parents asking
for donations.
Council refuses to comment
on gun registry debate
After citingthe matter as one at the
federal level, Waterloo council has
refused to take a position on the
debate surrounding the long-gun
registry.
According to the Waterloo Region
Record, manyresidents inthe area
urged the city council to vote. For-
mer Liberal member ofparliament
(MP) Andrew Telegdi spoke in fa-
vour ofthe gunregistry on Sept.
13. He called it "a valuable tool for
front-line police officers in the per-
formance oftheir duties."
Kitchener site to house new
skate park
Fischer Park, Gzowski Park, South-
west Optimist Sports Fields and
Wilson Park are all locations that
have been shortlisted asproposed
locations for two new skate parks.
According to the WaterlooRegion
Record the completion ofthe two
sites, anticipated to be in 2015 and
2017, willbring the total number of
skate parks in the city to four - the
number recommended in the city's
Leisure Facilities Master Plan.
-All compiled byAlanna Wallace
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Student loans reach a breaking point
Extension of bans to those with higher-income families partly to blame for instability of loan program
SEAN HAYWARD
STAFF WRITER
National Editor Vacant » editorQthecord.ca
OnAug. 20, the federal govern-
ment made a last minute change to
the Canada Student Loans Program
(CSLP) in order to ensure that the
program continues to operate nor-
mally for the coming schoolyear.
There is a cap on the overall amount
of loans under the program that can
be outstanding at any given time,
set by law at $15 billion. In 2008, the
government estimated that the cap
wouldbe reached in 2014 or 2015,
but due to an unanticipated increase
in new student loan applications it
became apparent that the cap would
likely be reached this year.
According to Christine Neill, as-
sistant professor of economics at
Laurier, there are three main rea-
sons that the total value of out-
standing loans under the CSLP
has increased more rapidly than
expected. She explainedfirst that
there was "an increase in loan val-
ues in recent years, likely because of
the extension of CSLP eligibility to
students from higher income fami-
lies and the increase in maximum
loan limits, both ofwhich happened
around five years ago" and secondly,
"a decrease in rates of repayment of
student loans in recent years, likely
in part due to the recession and the
associated decrease in incomes of
graduates."
Finally, Neill stated that there
was "an increase in enrolments due
to some population growth and a
higher enrolment rate, perhaps in
part due to the recession, which did
leave many younger people unable
to find jobs."
If no action was taken, an esti-
mated 50,000 students would have
been denied their loans, with a total
value of around $300 million. The
government's solution is to change
the way that the total amount of
the loans is calculated, cutting it
down by about $1.9 billion. How-
ever, this is only a temporary solu-
tionand a decision will have to be
made over the course ofthe next
year as to whether the cap should be
increased.
Neill believes that any cap is ul-
timately redundant, reasoning, "If
you're going to effectively ignore the
cap, if and when you hit it, it seems
to me that the most sensible thing is
simply to remove any mention of a
cap from the legislation or to put the
cap at an extremely high level."
Some see this situation as symp-
tomatic of rising tuitionfees and an
alleged decline in government fi-
nancial support for post-secondary
education. The Canadian Alliance
of StudentAssociations (CASA)
estimates that, adjusted for infla-
tion, the federal government trans-
ferred $3 billion less to the provinces
for post-secondary education in
2007 than it did in 1995. Neill dis-
agreed with suggestions that gov-
ernments ought to increase their
student financial aid programs.
"Actually, I think there's a case
thatpost-secondary education in
Canada is funded too much by gov-
ernments and not enough by indi-
viduals," she states. "There is very
little evidence that, on average, stu-
dents have serious problems repay-
ing their student loan debt."
While it is widely understood that
tuition for post-secondary educa-
tion is increasing at more than the
rate of inflation, the gap may not
be as great as some people think.
"Tuition fees have been increas-
ing somewhat faster than inflation,
but not radically so," said Professor
Neill.
She adds that between 2002 and
2008, tuition fees were up only two
per cent more than inflation over
that period.
"Student loans under OSAP/CSLP
are a very good deal. Every student
should check whether they are eligi-
ble and how much they could receive
and should not be deterred from ap-
plying simply because it may mean
graduating with debt."
WADE THOMPSON GRAPHICS EDITOR
Bank of Canada increases overnight rate
JOHN KENNEDY
STAFF WRITER
Last week, the Bank of Canada an-
nounced that it was raising its tar-
get for the overnight interest rate by
a quarter per cent to one per cent,
predominantly to restrict growth on
areas ofspending that require bor-
rowed money.
This will mark the third straight
month of rate increases, which was
previously set at 0.25 per cent dur-
ing the economic downturn, by
Canada's central bank. This is sug-
gestive that the Bank ofCanada be-
lieves the Canadian economy is on
the rebound, although GDP growth
has been gradual.
"The Bank ofCanada is acting to
slowly restrict growth of demand
on the portions of spending that are
interest sensitive, like houses, cars
and, to some degree, exports," said
David Johnson, professor ofeco-
nomics atLaurier.
Consistently raising interest rates
signifies that the Bank of Canada
believes low interest rates, thatwere
set atzero at the start of the reces-
sion, are not needed to stimulate the
Canadian economy.
Johnson believes that markets
that will be most affected by an in-
crease in the lending rate are those
that are interest sensitive, primarily
the housing and automobile mar-
kets. He also added that raising in-
terest rates could potentially curb
demand for items in these particular
markets and others that are financed
with borrowed money.
Other banks, however, are still
skeptical about the rosy outlook the
Bank of Canada has promoted re-
garding the Canadian economy.
While the rate increase was pre-
dicted, it has not garnered unani-
mous support from other financial
institutions.
"Poor housing sales and less
spending by Canadians is still mak-
ing for a fragile economy and higher
borrowing costs won't help improve
the situation," said BMO economist
Douglas Porter.
This sentiment on the fragility of
the Canadian economy is shared by
Craig Alexander, TD's chief econo-
mist, who stated in a press release
that the "high indebtedness of Ca-
nadian households is also likely to
act as a serious constraint on spend-
ing even in a continuing low interest
rate environment."
Those who do support the Bank of
Canada's increase of the overnight
rate are speculating whether or not
the gradual increase is aggressive
enough given the recent growth in
the Canadian economy, especially
with the inflation rate constant at
two per cent.
"The goal is to be predictable and
gradually raise interest rates. As-
sumingthat the target rate of infla-
tion remains around two per cent,
we would expect the average interest
rate to be greater than two per cent,"
Johnson explained.
Whether or not the Bank of Can-
adawill hold off on raising interest
rates, as many have predicted, will
depend on the economic perfor-
mance over the next quarter. Sup-
port for the rate increase has been
split amongst financial institutions
as borrowing money will now be-
come more expensive.
Such a divide in support for the
rate increase paints an unclear pic-
ture ofthe Canadian economy in
It is hard to see a nomi-
nal rate ofone per cent
as sustainable forever."
—DavidJohnson,professor ofeconom-
ics atLaurier
terms ofgrowth rate increases and
whether or not government stimu-
lus has created long-run, sustain-
able demand.
"It is hard to see a nominal rate of
one per cent as sustainable forever,"
said Johnson.
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WORLD
Israeli-Palestinian negotiations resume
Clinton set to mediate talks as heads of state make significant efforts towards peace after shaky start
BRIAN SHAPOSHNIK
CORD WORLD
World Editor Alex Mitsiopoulos • amitsiopoulosQthecord.ca
A short history
Jerusalem was controlled by Jor-
dan between 1949 and 1967 and
by Israel since the 1967 Six Day
War.
Settlements in dispute include
those in the Jewish Quarter as
well as neighbourhoods on the
northern and southern outskirts
of Jerusalem such as Gilo and
Ramot.
The Palestinians consider all of
eastern Jerusalem to be settle-
ments.
Egypt has been at peace with Is-
rael since 1979. It is considered a
key broker between Israel and the
Palestinians.
Israeli Prime MinisterBenjamin
Netanyahu has for over a year been
publicly calling on Palestinian Au-
thority Chairman Mahmoud Abbas
to agree to resume peace talks.
However, Abbas insisted that
he would not accept an invitation
unless Israel first agreed to halt all
settlement construction in theWest
Bank as well as the areas inside of
Jerusalem.
After mounting externalpressure,
mainly by the United States, Abbas
finally accepted the invitation to re-
sume direct negotiations with Israel
last month, aimed at tackling the
ongoing conflict between the two
peoples.
As reported by the Jerusalem
Post, a Palestinian Authority official
explained, "The Palestinian Author-
ity faced unprecedented and im-
mense pressure from theAmericans
and some Europeans. We were not
able to resist the pressure."
The direct talks kicked off on Sep-
tember2nd in Washington, hosted
by US Secretary of State Hillary
Clinton. They were met with con-
siderable optimismand media at-
tentionand the outcome of the ini-
tial meeting was positive, with the
two sides agreeing to set biweekly
meetings.
The goal of the talks is to reach a
solution within 12 months covering
all the core issues including security,
borders, Jerusalem, settlements,
refugees and water.
However, many analysts are pes-
simistic about the prospects of the
renewed peace talks. Just asAbbas
announced his intentionto resume
negotiations back in August, chief
Palestinian negotiator Saeb Erekat
clarified for the Jerusalem Post that
"if the Israeli government decides on
The demonization ofone's opponent has perpetu-
ated in this area since 1948, which is why so little
has changed."
—Barry Kay, professor ofpolitical science
September 26 to resume settlement
construction there will be no talks."
Palestinian Liberation Organization
committeemember Hanna Amireh
added that the Palestinians would
pull out ofthe talks "even if Israel
builds one house in the settlements."
Erekat referred to September 26,
the date that the Israeli ten month
construction moratorium is set to
expire. Since then, Abbas has re-
peated this threat to leave the talks
unless Israel renews the settlement
moratorium.
Israel, on the other hand, sees this
threat as a continuationof the origi-
nal precondition set by the Palestin-
ians and continues to insist that all
issues shouldbe discussed within
the framework ofthe talks them-
selves, and not as preconditions.
Dr. Barry Kay, an associate pro-
fessor inLaurier's political science
department said, "Nobody has ever
lost a nickel betting against a peace-
ful outcome in the Middle East, so
expectations for this process should
be guarded."
He added, "The demonization of
one's opponent has perpetuated in
this area since 1948, which is why
so little has changed. I am more in-
terested in hearing the concessions
each side is prepared to make, rather
than the demands."
In recent days, the US has urged
Israel to extend its construction
moratorium as another goodwill
gesture to the Palestinians. Both
Hillary Clinton and PresidentBar-
rack Obama publicly called for the
move. The New York Times quoted
Obama as stating that "it makes
sense to extend that moratorium,"
even though he acknowledged the
difficult politics facing Netanyahu in
Israel.
Netanyahu heads a mixed coali-
tion, including severalright-wing
political parties that do not support
a continuation ofthe moratorium
and some leaders ofthese parties
have threatened to topple the gov-
ernment if Netanyahu succumbs to
thePalestinian precondition.
The renewed direct negotiations
come at a price. The start ofthe talks
was marked by three straight days
ofattacks against Israeli civilians by
militants from the Palestinian ter-
rorist group Hamas.
The terrorist attacks left four
Israeli civilians murdered and three
with moderate injuries. Hamas, who
rules the Gaza Strip and has opera-
tives in the West Bank, opposes any
negotiations with Israel.
The New York Times reported
thatAhmad Al-Jaabari, the Hamas
military commander, encouraged
jihad and resistance "until victory
or martyrdom," criticizing Abbas
for negotiating with "the Zionist
enemy."
The talks are set to continue this
week in Sharm el-Sheikh, Egypt.
Clinton will oversee the second
round of talks, while each leader
will meet separately with Egyptian
President Hosni Mubarak.
COURTESY OF CREATIVE COMMONS
Jerusalem's Old city is divided into four areas, a Jewish, Armenian,
Muslim and Christian quarter all currently under Israeli control.
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Extremists steal headlines
JESSE FINN
CORD WORLD
The Qur'an deserves to be burnt; the
prophet Muhammad is a terrorist.
These are only a few of the senti-
ments that have been barraging our
media headlines over the past sev-
eral weeks.
On Sept. 8, German Chancel-
lor Angela Merkel made her most
controversial move since coming
to office by awarding Danish car-
toonistKurt Westergaard with a
prestigious award heralding the
freedom ofthe press. Naturally this
reopened old wounds with not only
Muslim communitiesof Europe,
but across the globe, as the media
continues to focus on these radical
actions and the equally disturbing
threats lain against these perceived
blasphemous actions.
The media purports to give us an
unbiased approach by highlight-
ing each of these extreme views, but
Laurier professor of global studies
Ali Zaidi believes that these are both
situations in which free speech is
being abused.
Realizing the issues that will arise
ifthe media continues its cover-
age ofextremist elements as it only
serves to widen the gapbetween
cultures and decrease our levels of
tolerance and understanding, Zaidi
proposed a two-foldapproach to-
wards rectifying the increasing
East-West cultural divide.
"First, we in the Western world
must focus on educating ourselves
about the responsible use offree-
dom ofspeech," said Zaidi. "It is not
enough to lobby for the sustained
use of this right, but ratherwe must
begin to study and consider the eth-
ical use ofits exercise."
He went on to add, "The second
part of this process would require
another mass education program
whereby the Muslims, whether they
are in majority or minority status
in a nation, would continue to learn
about why the freedom of speech
has become paramount in Western
societies."
This certainly proves to be no
small task, but is nonetheless nec-
essary should we wish to mend the
increasing break between East and
West. As Zaidi pointed out, "The
original purpose ofthe free press
was to limit the power a government
held over its people, not to be used
as a tool to oppress or further mar-
ginalize groups in a given society."
Larry King retires
Morgan will replace 76-year-old King in
renamed show during CNN prime-time
NIKICIA PHILLIPS
STAFF WRITER
A replacement for "Larry King Live"
was announced last week. CNN
has selected British journalist Piers
Morgan to fill in as the prime-time
news program's host.
Morgan, 45, may be familiar to
North Americans for his appearanc-
es on reality shows such as "Amer-
ica's GotTalent" and "Celebrity
Apprentice".
The exact name of the show has
notbeen released yet, but the net-
work stated that it would be a "can-
did, in-depth newsmaker interview
program."
The much-anticipated news of
Larry King's replacement follows
King's announcement this past June
that, much to the dismay of devot-
ed late-night entertainmentnews
enthusiasts, he will "hang up [his]
nightly suspenders" as of January
2011. For over 25 years, the cartoon-
like news anchor has hosted CNN's
"Larry King Live", while conducting
over 50,000 interviews during his
broadcasting career.
Perhaps what is so unique about
King is his approach to his in-
terviews. Always calm and col-
lected, he asked short questions to
the point and never researched his
guests before hand. Hereveals that
this method helped him ask ques-
tions that the average viewer would
want to know the answers to. For
instance, if hewere interviewing an
author, he says he would never read
their book beforehand, as he wanted
"to be in the same boat as the au-
dience." In contrast to other news
anchors and television hosts, Larry
states," I left my ego at the d00r...
[because] I never learned a thing
from talking."
The unpretentious New Yorker
has interviewed thousands ofpeo-
ple from various walks of life from
Snoop Dogg to Sarah Palin to Oprah
Winfrey.
Lan Steinberg, who is currently
teaching a communications course
on television studies at Wilfrid Lau-
rier University, explains the appeal
ofLarry King through his choice of
guests: "Speaking as a fan oftrash
T.V., I thank him for his legacy. He
had guests that could have easily
been on Howard Stern appearing on
CNN."
Steinberg adds that King played
an importantrole in the entertain-
ment industry as he gave these
"oddball, sensationalist news sto-
ries... an international mainstream
venue."
Although recently veering to-
wards Hollywood stars, King has
beenknown for his controversial
interviews with politicians and re-
ports on political news. In 1993,
King hosted an intense debate on
the North American Free Trade
Agreement between Vice- Presi-
dent A 1 Gore and his opponent Ross
Perot. Following the debate, public
opinion on the agreement swayed
considerably.
Despite his age of 76 and last
quarter's ratings being the lowest
ever in the program's history, King
asserts that he felt no pressure to
leave from CNN. Instead, King says
that he is simply "tired of the nightly
grind."
However, many speculate that
the decision to step down was heav-
ily influencedby his increasingly
troubled family life.
Earlier in 2010, news regarding
the failing marriage between King
and his seventh wife, as well as her
subsequent drug overdose, was
made public. Nonetheless, King
insists that his personal troubles
played no part in his choice to leave
the show and would have made the
same decision whether he was "di-
vorced, single or married."
Courtesy Of Creative Commons
Larry King Live has captivated audiences since its debut in 1985.
World in brief
Muscat, Oman - Sarah Shourd, an
American national, was finally freed
after spending more than a year in-
carcerated in an Iranian jail. Held
on charges of espionage, Shourd
had accidentally crossed across the
border while hiking with two others
in Iraq's northern province ofKhor-
mal. Shourd was released on a bail
of$500,000.
Alcamo, Italy - Officials have seized
1.5 billion euros worth of assets
from a Sicilian man suspected of
working with the Mafia. Some of
the assets siezed included property
belonging to wind and solar com-
panies, buildings and the contents
of bank accounts. This has been the
largest confiscation ofassets attrib-
uted to the mafia in Italian history.
New York City, USA - Michelle
Bachelet, Chile's former presi-
dent, has been chosen to head UN
Women, the new agency promot-
ing equality among women. Bach-
elet stepped down as president in
March earlier this year. The new
agency was created this past July,
combining four previously existing
UN bodies for women's rights.
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Interested in writing for
World News?
Submityour application online at
www.wlusp.com or email the editor at
amitsiopoulos(a)thecord.ca for details.
MUNICIPAL ELECTIONS WILL BE HELD ON MONDAY, OCTOBER 25, 2010
for the following offices:
OFFICE FOR WHICH VOTE TO BE HELD NO. TO BE ELECTED
Mayor, City of Waterloo I
Councillor, City of Waterloo - Ward I - Southwest I
Councillor, City of Waterloo - Ward 3 - Lakeshore I
Councillor, City of Waterloo - Ward 4 - Northeast I
Councillor, City of Waterloo - Ward 5 - Southeast I
Councillor, City of Waterloo - Ward 6 - Central-Columbia I
Councillor, City of Waterloo - Ward 7 - Uptown I
Chair, Regional Municipality of Waterloo I
Councillor, Regional Municipality of Waterloo 2
Membre, Le Conseil scolaire de district du Centre-Sud-Ouest (French Language Public School Board, Region I
of Waterloo, Counties of Huron, Middlesex, Perth and Wellington)
Member, Waterloo Region District School Board 3
Mayor, City of Waterloo I
Please note the following acclamations:
Councillor, City of Waterloo - Ward 2 - Northwest KAREN SCIAN
Member. Waterloo Catholic District School Board ROBERT HETU
JANEK P. JAGIELLOWICZ
Membre, Le Conseil scolaire de district catholique Centre Sud (French Language Separate
School Board) to represent the Region of Waterloo and the Counties of Brant, Haldimand and DOROTHEE PETIT-PAS
Norfolk)
REGULAR VOTING DAY - MONDAY, OCTOBER 25, 2010
10:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.
Students living in on-campus residences will vote at:
Wilfrid Laurier University
Dr. Alvin Woods Building, Concourse Centre
75 University Avenue
Waterloo, Ontario
Note: This voting location is for on-campus residents only.
Students living in off-campus accommodations should contact the Clerk's Office at
51 9-747-8777 or 519-747-8704 to find out where they vote.
ADVANCE VOTING DAYS
Date Location Time
Saturday October 2 Conestoga Mall 10am to 6pm
Sunday October 3 Conestoga Mall 12 noon to spmThursday October 7 City Hall 10am to 6pm
Friday October 8 City Hall 10 am to 6 pm
Friday October 15 City Hall 10 am to 6 pm
Saturday October 16 City Hall 10 am to 6 pm
PROXY APPLICATIONS
A person who has been appointed a voting proxy must appear in person before the City Clerk, City Hall, Main Floor, 100 Regina Street South,
Waterloo, Ontario to complete a required form including a statutory declaration that the person is the person appointed as a voting proxy.
The City Clerk's Office will be open for this purpose from:
i) 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., Monday to Friday, including Election Day, October 25. 2010;
ii) 12:00 noon to 5:00 p.m. on Saturday, October 2, 2010, Sunday, October 3, 2010 and Saturday, October 16, 2010 (Advance Voting
Days).
Proxy applications may also be completed during the Advance Votes at Conestoga Mall on Saturday, October 2 and Sunday,
October 3, 20 10.
SUSAN CREATRIX, CITY CLERK
City of Waterloo
WWA 100 Regina Street South
niE CITY OF|kA=| Waterloo, Ontario N2J 4AB
Vv%llwl H:\CO7 - 2010 ElectionVAdvertising\Ad I I - WLU - Notice of Vote-Proxy-Advance.doc
ARTS
Down With Webster rocks frosh
Laurier welcomes students to campus with an exhilarating and energetic performance
LAURA SEDGWICK
FEATURES EDITOR
Arts Editor Sarah Murphy » smurphytathecord.ca
OnTuesday night of O-Week Down With Web-ster headlined Laurier'son-campus party at the
Turret.
Openingfor Webster were San
Sebastian from Much Music's Dis-
band and Midway State.
Meanwhile, Michou and A-team's
2009-2010 Last Band Standing
champions, Funk in the Oven, per-
formed at Wilf's while Conor Cutz
DJ'ed in the quad.
San Sebastian hit the stage at
9:45p.m.
They were well received by the
crowd ofenergetic first-years and
O-Week volunteers who were al-
ready giddy likely due to sleep de-
privation and the upbeat O-Week
atmosphere.
San Sebastian's confidence,
strong stage presence and catchy
lyrics had the crowd fist pumping
and singing along.
"I was standing on the metal
ledge at one point and I was kind of
leaning into the crowd," said Sean
Dawson, San Sebastian's guitarist.
"When everyone started jumping,
then the metal dipped and I thought
'we're gonna go down, this is over!'"
Though the venue stayed fully in-
tact, the floor and speakers were lit-
erally shaking.
"It's awesome to do shows like
this, I mean, what an amazing
crowd," said another band member
after the show.
For theirlast song, "Let You
Down", they were joined by Arkell's
frontman Max Kerman.
San Sebastian will begin their
cross-Canada tour with Hedley on
Sept. 13.
Next to take the stage was Mid-
way State and, like San Sebastian,
they were well-received by the
crowd.
Though many of theirare slower,
Midway State managed to keep the
energy level high.
Lead singer and keyboardist Na-
than Ferraro was personable and
engaging.
In an interview with the Cord,
Ferraro stated thatalthough he
doesn't consider himself a "great"
musician, he thinks ofhimself as an
honest musician.
This is demonstrated by many of
his lyrics in songs such as "Change
For You" and "Fire Keeps On
Burning."
When headliner Down With
Webster took the stage at midnight,
fans erupted in applause in antici-
pation of a high-energy, high-im-
pactperformance.
Not one to disappoint, Down
With Webster delivered just that.
Though Webster has played sev-
eral times at Laurier over the past
few years, it's likely that many of the
first-years had never seen them per-
form live before.
No doubt, they were impressed.
The band had the crowd throw-
ing the back of theirhands, W's, and
10's in the air and jumping until the
floor shook.
Reflecting on how the band has
been coping with their increasing
fame, rapper Cam Hunterremarked,
"We're a light-hearted bunch ofguys
and we're in a really good situation,
so there's not a lot to be angry about
right now."
After the show, an exhilarated O-
Week volunteerwho was sitting in
the 24-Lounge justbelow theTur-
ret commented, "The whole room
was shaking! I've experienced that
to a lesser degree with other con-
certs, but this time it felt like an
earthquake."
In true Laurier Golden Hawk
spirit the crowd started a rendi-
tion of the "It's great to be a Lau-
rier Golden Hawk" cheer, to which
drummer Marty Martino added
a beat and Bucky, Webster's front
man, broke out in dance.
In mid-October Down WithWeb-
ster will begin touring alongside
30W3, with dates across Western
Canada.
ELLI GARLIN PHOTOGRAPHY MANAGER
Fans show their adoration for DWW at the Turret last Tuesday night.
ELLI GARLIN PHOTOGRAPHY MANAGER
Down With Webster put on an energetic show for WLU's first years.
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Related books and 
readings 
1. Who Moved My Cheese by Dr Spencer Johnson is a 
book about anticipating and adapting to change. 
2. Robert Rhodes James' Churchill: A Study in Failure 
1900-1939 is a biography exploring the merits of Sir Win-
ston Churchill's judgement 
3. Options.· The Secret Life of Steve Jobs, a Parody by 
Daniel Lyons is a fictional biography about Steve Jobs. 
Daniel Lyons also has a blog called 'The Secret Diary of 
Steve Jobs.' 
4. Lee Haroun and Joyce Mitchell's Exploring Your Fu-
ture: 200 Career Options is a career research encyclo-
pedia with information about a variety of academic and 
career paths. 
5. The Collected Prose of Robert Frost edited by Mark 
Richardson. 
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Backup plans: Movin 
intended path doe 
Features editor Laura Sedgwick shares her personal experiences whilE 
through and how you can use failure to your adv~ 
WADE THOMPSON GRAPHICS EDITOR 
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the most competitive psychology programs in 01 
a picture: approximately no people apply to Que 
Queen's) for clinical psychology and only about f 
Also, my marks aren't exactly stellar, not to mE 
have an undergraduate psychology thesis. It's rec 
psychology post-secondary institutions (includi 
at most of the others, whatever "preferred" mean 
Then get one, right? If only it was that easy. 
It means I would have to stay back at Laurier a 
wrong, I love it here, but I feel that I'm ready fort 
So what do I do when I'm relatively confident t 
going to pan out as planned? That's what backup 
a plethora of those. 
First, I'm going to do everything I can do to rna 
competitive clinical psychology ~aster's student 
I plan to do volunteer work, conduct experime 
read up on the supervisors I'm interested in wor1 
raculously get accepted. I also have to attempt to 
write the GRE. 
Is all of that a total waste of time when my cha 
are so slim? I don't think so. If it doesn't pay off ij 
surely pay off in another way. If nothing else, I'll 
riety of settings, meet new people and learn the i 
ethic. 
If you were to ask Steve Jobs, Chief Executive ( 
he'd say something about connecting the dots lil< 
mencement speech he gave to Stanford graduate: 
Mter he dropped out of school, he attended a < 
that, at the time, didn't seem all that practical. In 
probably wouldn't have all those fancy fonts if it 1 
in on that one class. 
My point, in case it wasn't crystal clear, is that 
doing now will affect my future. Take writing for 
maybe I'll end up being a professional journalist 
living (backup plan numero uno). 
I'm also planning to apply for journalism (I kir 
ethics in print journalism (it's philosophy), bioet 
and maybe teachers college. If all else fails, I'll ju: 
heard that's pretty easy to get into. (Just kidding, 
Plans, plans, plans 
Every morning, okay, sometimes early afterno 
and after he's already been up for hours, my roor 
on your agenda today?" 
It's nice that my roommate is interested in wh 
rally, I love to talk about myself, my life and my d 
this same question. 
Sometimes I don't know what to respond. Do 
every day? Can'tlhave an agenda-fi 
value in spontaneity anymore? 
Yes, I could just say "nothing;'· 
thing else I could've said, ends w 
that follows with him listing 101 
day to improve his life and the w 
Talk about intimidating. 
He's the type of guy v 
lists too, for almost e 
often don't accomp 
them, which is okaJ 
general guidelines. 
A lot of times I w 
done, just so I can chec 
mildly accomplished. 
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e x p e r i e n c e s  w h i l e  e x p l o r i n g  h o w  e a c h  i n d i v i d u a l  h a n d l e s  p l a n s  t h a t  f a l l  
i l u r e  t o  y o u r  a d v a n t a g e  b y  p l a n n i n g  f o r  t h e  w o r s t  
t h r o u g h  m y  t e a r s  w h e n  I  f i n d  o u t  t h a t  I  h a v e n ' t  b e e n  a c -
! u a t e  s c h o o l  f o r  a  m a s t e r ' s  i n  c l i n i c a l  p s y c h o l o g y ,  m y  f i r s t  
l a b l e  p o s t - g r a d u a t e  p r o g r a m s .  
(s  m e  s o  s u r e  I  w o n t  g e t  a c c e p t e d ?  F o r  o n e ,  i t ' s  o n e  o f  
~tive p s y c h o l o g y  p r o g r a m s  i n  O n t a r i o .  L e t  m e  p a i n t  y o u  
i m a t e l y  1 1 0  p e o p l e  a p p l y  t o  Q u e e n ' s  ( y e s ,  I  k n o w ,  b o o  
i c a l  p s y c h o l o g y  a n d  o n l y  a b o u t  f i v e  g e t  a c c e p t e d .  
a r e n ' t  e x a c t l y  s t e l l a r ,  n o t  t o  m e n t i o n  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  I  d o n ' t  
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e r s ,  w h a t e v e r  " p r e f e r r e d "  m e a n s .  
' g h t ?  I f  o n l y  i t  w a s  t h a t  e a s y .  
d  h a v e  t o  s t a y  b a c k  a t  L a u r i e r  a n  e x t r a  y e a r .  D o n ' t  g e t  m e  
e r e ,  b u t  I  f e e l  t h a t  I ' m  r e a d y  f o r  t h e  n e x t  c h a p t e r  i n  m y  l i f e .  
w h e n  I ' m  r e l a t i v e l y  c o n f i d e n t  t h a t  m y  i d y l l i c  p a t h  i s n ' t  
s  p l a n n e d ?  T h a t ' s  w h a t  b a c k u p  p l a n s  a r e  f o r  a n d  I ' v e  g o t  
'  
l e .  
f  t o  d o  e v e r y t h i n g  I  c a n  d o  t o  m a k e  m y s e l f  a t  l e a s t  a  s e m i -
f a l  p s y c h o l o g y  m a s t e r ' s  s t u d e n t  c a n d i d a t e .  
l u n t e e r  w o r k ;  ' C O n d u c t  e x p e r i m e n t s  f o r  p r o f e s s o r s  a n d  
p e r v i s o r s  I ' m  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  w o r k i n g  w i t h ,  s h o u l d  I  m i -
t e p t e d .  I  a l s o  h a v e  t o  a t t e m p t  t o  i m p r o v e  m y  g r a d e s  a n d  
t a l  w a s t e  o f  t i m e  w h e n  m y  c h a n c e s  o f  g e t t i n g  a c c e p t e d  
' t  t h i n k  s o .  I f  i t  d o e s n ' t  p a y  o f f  i n  h o w  I  i n t e n d  i t  t o ,  i t  w i l l  
n o t h e r  w a y .  I f  n o t h i n g  e l s e ,  I ' l l  g a i n  e x p e r i e n c e  i n  a  v a -
e e t  n e w  p e o p l e  a n d  l e a r n  t h e  i n v a l u a b l e  l e s s o n  o f  w o r k  
a s k  S t e v e  J o b s ,  C h i e f  E x e c u t i v e  O f f i c e r  o f  A p p l e ,  I  b e t  
~g a b o u t  c o n n e c t i n g  t h e  d o t s  l i k e  h e  d i d  d u r i n g  t h e  c o m -
c h  h e  g a v e  t o  S t a n f o r d  g r a d u a t e s  i n  2 0 0 5 .  
~d o u t  o f  s c h o o l ,  h e  a t t e n d e d  a  c l a s s  a b o u t  c a l l i g r a p h y  
i d n ' t  s e e m  a l l  t h a t  p r a c t i c a l .  I n  r e t r o s p e c t ,  M a c s  a n d  P C s  
:t  h a v e  a l l  t h o s e  f a n c y  f o n t s  i f  i t  w a s n ' t  f o r  h i m  d r o p p i n g  
s .  
e  i t  w a s n ' t  c r y s t a l  c l e a r ,  i s  t h a t  w h o  k n o w s  h o w  w h a t  I ' m  
e c t  m y  f u t u r e .  T a k e  w r i t i n g  f o r  T h e  C o r d ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ;  
b e i n g  a  p r o f e s s i o n a l  j o u r n a l i s t  a n d  w r i t i n g  f e a t u r e s  f o r  a  
n  n . u m e r o  u n o ) .  
g  t o  a p p l y  f o r  j o u r n a l i s m  ( I  k i n d  o f  m e n t i o n e d  t h a t ) ,  
t m a l i s m  ( i t ' s  p h i l o s o p h y ) ,  b i o e t h i c s  ( a l s o  p h i l o s o p h y )  
~rs c o l l e g e .  I f  a l l  e l s e  f a i l s ,  I ' l l  j u s t  g o  f o r  m y  M B A ,  a s  I ' v e  
e a s y  t o  g e t  i n t o .  ( J u s t  k i d d i n g ,  b i z  k i d s ) .  
, ,  p l a n s  
f •  o k a y ,  s o m e t i m e s  e a r l y  a f t e r n o o n  w h e n  I  f i n a l l y  w a k e  u p  
e a d y  b e e n  u p  f o r  h o u r s ,  m y  r o o m m a t e  a s k s  m e :  " W h a t ' s  
d  
? "  
a y .  
r o o m m a t e  i s  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  w h a t  I ' m  u p  t o  a n d ,  n a t u -
a b o u t  m y s e l f ,  m y  l i f e  a n d  m y  d a y ,  b u t  e v e r y  d a y  h e  a s k s  
n .  
l o n ' t  k n o w  w h a t  t o  r e s p o n d .  D o  I  h a v e  t o  h a v e  a n  a g e n d a  
d a y ?  C a n ' t l  h a v e  a n  a g e n d a  - f r e e  d a y ?  I s n ' t  t h e r e  a n y  
i u e  i n  s p o n t a n e i t y  a n y m o r e ?  
Y e s ,  I  c o u l d  j u s t  s a y  " n o t h i n g ; '  b u t  t h a t ,  a l o n g  w i t h  a n y -
i n g  e l s e  I  c o u l d ' v e  s a i d ,  e n d s  w i t h  " h o w  a b o u t  y o u ? "  a n d  
h a t  f o l l o w s  w i t h  h i m  l i s t i n g  1 0 1  t h i n g s  h e  p l a n s  t o  d o  t h a t  
f a y  t o  i m p r o v e  h i s  l i f e  a n d  t h e  w h o l e  g o s h  - d a m  w o r l d .  
T a l k  a b o u t  i n t i m i d a t i n g .  
H e ' s  t h e  t y p e  o f  g u y  w h o  m a k e s  l i s t s .  I  m a k e  
l i s t s  t o o ,  f o r  a l m o s t  e v e r y t h i n g .  I  l i k e  l i s t s .  I  
o f t e n  d o n ' t  a c c o m p l i s h  e v e r y t h i n g  I  w r i t e  o n  
t h e m ,  w h i c h  i s  o k a y  - t h e y ' r e  s t i l l  n i c e  f o r  
g e n e r a l  g u i d e l i n e s .  
A  l o t  o f  t i m e s  I  w r i t e  s t u f f l ' v e  a l r e a d y  
d o n e ,  j u s t  s o  I  c a n  c h e c k  i t  o f f  r i g h t  a w a y  a n d  f e e l  
m i l d l y  a c c o m p l i s h e d .  
I  m a k e  d a y  l i s t s ,  w e e k  l i s t s ,  y e a r  l i s t s  a n d  e v e n  l i f e  l i s t s .  M y  l i f e  l i s t s  
c h a n g e  a  l o t .  I ' m  n o t  s u r e  i f  i t ' s  b e c a u s e  I ' m  m a k i n g  b a c k u p  p l a n s  o r  i f  i t ' s  
b e c a u s e  m y  i n t e r e s t s  c h a n g e .  
R e g a r d l e s s ,  w i t h  e v e r y  l i s t  I  m a k e ,  I  a l w a y s  h a v e  a  b a c k u p  p l a n  a n d ,  c u -
r i o u s l y ,  i t ' s  t h e  s a m e  f o r  e v e r y  l i s t .  I f  m y  o r i g i n a l  p l a n  i s  t o  c o m p l e t e  e v e r y -
t h i n g  t h a t ' s  o n  m y  l i s t ,  m y  b a c k u p  p l a n  i s  n o t  t o .  
S o  f a r  I ' v e  h a d  a b s o l u t e l y  n o  t r o u b l e  a c c o m p l i s h i n g  o n e  o r  t h e  o t h e r .  
S o m e  a r e  g o o d ,  s o m e  a r e  b a d  
S o m e  p l a n s  a r e  g o o d ,  b u t  w i t h  o t h e r s  y o u ' r e  j u s t  s e t t i n g  y o u r s e l f  u p  f o r  
f a i l u r e .  
C a s e  i n  p o i n t :  m e  a p p l y i n g  f o r  c l i n i c a l  p s y c h o l o g y .  S o  w h y  d o  i t ?  W e l l ,  
t h e r e  i s  a  c h a n c e  I  w o n ' t  f a i l ,  a n d  i f  I  d o ,  I  h a v e  b a c k u p  p l a n s  f o r  t h a t .  
B e s i d e s ,  i s n ' t  f a i l u r e  s u p p o s e d  t o  b e  g o o d  f o r  y o u  i n  s o m e  t w i s t e d  
s e n t i m e n t ?  
I  b e l i e v e  " c h a r a c t e r - b u i l d i n g "  i s  t h e  t e r m  o f t e n  u s e d  t o  d e s c r i b e  t h i s  s o -
c a l l e d  p h e n o m e n o n .  
A c c o r d i n g  t o  W i n s t o n  C h u r c h i l l ,  " S u c c e s s  i s  g o i n g  f r o m  f a i l u r e  t o  f a i l u r e  
w i t h o u t  l o s s  o f  e n t h u s i a s m ; '  a n d  t h a t ' s  n o t  t o o  h a r d  t o  a c c o m p l i s h  w h e n  
y o u ' v e  g o t  a  v a r i e t y  o f  e x c i t i n g  b a c k u p  p l a n s .  
" F a i l u r e  i s  n o t  a n  o p t i o n ; '  i s  a n o t h e r  g o o d  q u o t e .  I  u s e d  t o  t h i n k  i t  
m e a n t  t h a t  y o u  c a n ' t  ( r e a d :  b e t t e r  n o t )  f a i l .  N o w  I  t a k e  a  m o r e  l i g h t - h e a r t -
e d  a p p r o a c h  a n d  s e e  i t  a s  s a y i n g  y o u  c a n ' t  ( r e a d :  c a n ' t )  f a i l ,  b e c a u s e  f a i l u r e  
i s  i m p o s s i b l e  - e s p e c i a l l y  i f  y o u ' v e  g o t  a  b a c k u p  p l a n  f o r  f a i l u r e .  
T h a t ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  d e p e n d s  o n  y o u r  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  w h a t  i t  m e a n s  t o  f a i l .  
I s  " f a i l i n g "  a  t e s t  o r  a  c o u r s e  r e a l l y  " f a i l i n g "  i n  t h e  g r a n d  s c h e m e  o f  
t h i n g s ?  I  d o n ' t  t h i n k  s o .  I n  f a c t ,  I  t h i n k  i t ' s  k i n d  o f l i b e r a t i n g .  L e t  m e  g i v e  
y o u  a n  e x a m p l e .  
W h e n  I  w a s  i n  g r a d e  1 1 ,  I  g o t  5 5  p e r  c e n t  o n  a  c h e m i s t r y  t e s t .  W h e n  I  
f o u n d  o u t ,  I  p r e t t y  m u c h  b r o k e  d o w n .  I  t h o u g h t  I  w a s  n e a r i n g  t h e  e n d  o f  
t h e  w o r l d .  I  w a s n ' t ,  b u t  i t  s u r e  f e l t  t h a t  w a y .  
I ' m  k i n d  o f  e m b a r r a s s e d  t o  s a y  t h a t  I  w a s  a c t u a l l y  s u r p r i s e d  t h a t  t h e r e  
w e r e  n o  d r a s t i c  c h a n g e s  t o  t h e  f a b r i c  o f  t h e  u n i v e r s e .  L o o k i n g  b a c k ,  i t  
s e e m s  g l a r i n g l y  o b v i o u s ,  b u t  a t  t h e  t i m e ,  I  t h o u g h t  i t  w a s  d o w n r i g h t  
m i r a c u l o u s .  
S o  t h e n ,  w h y  i s  f a i l u r e  n o t  a n  o p t i o n ?  I t ' s  b e c a u s e  y o u  j u s t  k e e p  g o -
i n g  a n d  g o i n g  t h r o u g h  t h e s e  s o - c a l l e d  " f a i l u r e s " ,  j u s t  l i k e  t h a t  E n e r g i z e r  
B u n n y .  
A n o t h e r  r e a s o n  t o  h a v e  b a c k u p  p l a n s ,  a s i d e  f r o m  b e i n g  p r e p a r e d  i n  c a s e  
o f  f a i l u r e  ( w h i c h  w e  p r e t t y  m u c h  d e t e r m i n e d  i s  i m p o s s i b l e  a n y w a y ) ,  i s  i f  
y o u  b e c o m e  d i s e n c h a n t e d  w i t h  y o u r  o r i g i n a l  p l a n .  
T h a t  i s ,  y o u  m a y  b e  w e l l  o n  y o u r  w a y  t o  b e c o m i n g  a  d o c t o r ,  o r  d o i n g  
w h a t e v e r  i t  i s  y o u  w a n t  t o  b e  d o i n g ,  b u t  y o u  f i n d  t h a t  i s  n o  l o n g e r  y o u r  
p a s s i o n .  A s  l o n g  a s  y o u  h a v e  b a c k u p  p l a n s  y o u  h a v e  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  
f i n d  a  n e w  p a t h  w i t h o u t  f e e l i n g  c o m p l e t e l y  l o s t .  
E x p '  · c t a t l o n s  t r a p  
Y o u  m a y  f e e l  d i s h e a r t e n e d  i f  y o u r  l o n g - t e r m  p l a n s  f a l l  t h r o u g h ,  u n t i l  
y o u  r e a l i z e  t h a t  y o u  h a d  b l i n d e r s  o n  a n d  t h e r e  i s  a  w h o l e  w o r l d  o f  o p t i o n s  
f o r  y o u  t o  d i s c o v e r .  
Y o u  m i g h t  r e a l i z e  t h a t  t h e  p a t h  y o u  a r e  o n  i s  a  r e s u l t  o f  s o c i e t a l  o r  p a -
r e n t a l  p r e s s u r e s  a n d  e x p e c t a t i o n s .  
O u r  s o c i e t y  s e e m s  t o  s a y  t h a t  i f  y o u  w a n t  t o  b e  s u c c e s s f u l  y o u  n e e d  t o  
h a v e  a  p o s t s e c o n d a r y  e d u c a t i o n  ( t h o u g h  S t e v e  J o b s ,  w h o  n e v e r  g r a d u a t e d  
f r o m  u n i v e r s i t y ,  c o u l d  a t t e s t  t o  t h e  o p p o s i t e ) .  
Y o u r  p a r e n t s  m a y  s a y  y o u  s h o u l d  g o  t o  l a w  s c h o o l  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  
T o r o n t o ,  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  b u t  w h e n  y o u  f o l l o w  t h e  p l a n  t h a t  s o c i e t y  o r  y o u r  
f a m i l y  l a i d  o u t  f o r  y o u ,  a l o n g  t h e  w a y  y o u  m a y  b e c o m e  d i s i l l u s i o n e d  w i t h  
y o u r  p a t h .  
F o r  t h i s  r e a s o n ,  b a c k u p  p l a n s  a r e n ' t  j u s t  g o o d  f o r  r e p l a c i n g  y o u r  o r i g i n a l  
p l a n ,  s h o u l d  y o u  f a i l  o r  b e c o m e  d i s i l l u s i o n e d ,  b u t  t h e y  a r e  a l s o  a n  i m p o r -
t a n t  t o o l  i n  t h e  w a y  t h a t  t h e y  c a n  d e m o n s t r a t e  t o  y o u  i f  w h a t  y o u  a r e  p u r -
s u i n g  i s  r e a l l y  w h a t  y o u  w a n t  t o  b e  d o i n g .  
B a c k u p  p l a n s  d o  t h i s  b y  s h o w i n g  y o u  o p t i o n s  a n d  m a k i n g  y o u  c o n s i d e r  
d i f f e r e n t  t h i n g s .  
I f  y o u  r e s e a r c h  a  v a r i e t y  o f  a l t e r n a t i v e s  a n d  s t i l l  d e c i d e  t o  s t i c k  w i t h  t h e  
p a t h  y o u r  p a r e n t s  h a v e  l a i d  o u t  f o r  y o u ,  y o u  w i l l  k n o w  w h a t  y o u  a r e  
"  
I t ' s  u n p r o d u c t i v e  f o r  a  s t u d e n t  t o  l a y  t h e i r  e n t i r e  
l i f e  o u t  b e c a u s e  t h i n g s  a r e  c o n s t a n t l y  c h a n g i n g : '  
- R i c h a r d  E l l i o t t ,  a s s o c i a t e  d e a n  o f  s c i e n c e  a n d  p r i o r i t i e s  a n d  p l a n -
n i n g  c o o r d i n a t o r  
m i s s i n g  o u t  o n  a n d  b y  m a k i n g  t h i s  i n f o r m e d  c h o i c e  y o u  w i l l  h a v e  a n  
a w a r e n e s s  t h a t  w o u l d  h a v e  o t h e r w i s e  g o n e  t o  t h e  w a y s i d e .  
O f  c o u r s e ,  n o  m a t t e r  w h a t  y o u  c h o o s e  t o  d o ,  y o u  w i l l  b e  m i s s i n g  o u t  o n  
s o m e t h i n g  s i n c e  y o u  c a n ' t  d o  e v e r y t h i n g ,  b u t  a t  l e a s t ,  w i t h  t h e  a w a r e n e s s  
o f  y o u r  o p t i o n s  a n d  p o t e n t i a l  b a c k u p  p l a n s ,  y o u  w o n ' t  b e  m i s s i n g  o u t  o n  
t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  y o u  r e a l l y  w a n t  t o  d o .  
U n d e r g r a d u a t e  a c a d e m i c s  a n d  b a c k u p  p l a n s  
I n  a  p r a c t i c a l  s e n s e ,  b a c k u p  p l a n s  a n d  a c a d e m i c s  m e s h  w e l l .  R i c h a r d  
E l l i o t t ,  a s s o c i a t e  d e a n  o f  s c i e n c e  a n d  p r i o r i t i e s  a n d  p l a n n i n g  c o o r d i n a t o r ,  
s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  s t u d e n t s  k e e p  t h e i r  o p t i o n s  o p e n  s t a r t i n g  i n  t h e i r  f i r s t  y e a r  
o f  u n i v e r s i t y .  
" A l m o s t  a l l  u n i v e r s i t y  p r o g r a m s  r e q u i r e  y o u  t o  h a v e  a  f u l l  c r e d i t  i n  a  c e r -
t a i n  d i s c i p l i n e  i n  o r d e r  f o r  y o u  t o  g o  o n  i n  t h a t  m a j o r  s o  a  g o o d  t h i n g  t o  d o  
i s  s t a r t  y o u r  f i r s t  y e a r  w i t h  f i v e  p o t e n t i a l  m a j o r s : '  
T h a t  i s ,  i n  y o u r  f i r s t  y e a r  y o u  s h o u l d  p l a n  t o  t a k e  a  f u l l  c r e d i t  ( u s u a l l y  
t w o  c l a s s e s )  i n  a l l  y o u r  c o u r s e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  e l e c t i v e s ,  s o  t h a t  y o u  w i l l  h a v e  a  
s i g n i f i c a n t l y  e a s i e r  t i m e  c h a n g i n g  y o u r  m a j o r  s h o u l d  y o u  m a k e  t h a t  d e c i -
s i o n .  T h a t ' s  f o u r  b a c k u p  p l a n s  l a i d  o u t  f o r  y o u  r i g h t  o f f  t h e  b a t .  
I n  t h e  w o r d s  o f  E l l i o t t ,  " T o d a y ' s  e l e c t i v e  m i g h t  b e  t o m o r r o w ' s  m a j o r : '  
F u r t h e r m o r e ,  " I f  y o u  r e a l l y  w a n t  s o m e t h i n g  y o u  s h o u l d  k e e p  a f t e r  i t ,  b u t  
y o u  s h o u l d  a l s o  k e e p  y o u r  o p t i o n s  o p e n  a n d  n o t  a p p r o a c h  a c a d e m i c s  w i t h  
t u n n e l  v i s i o n , "  c o n t i n u e d  E l l i o t t .  
" W h a t  t r o u b l e s  m e  i s  p e o p l e  w h o  t r y  t o  m a p  o u t  t h e i r  w h o l e  l i f e  b y  p u t -
t i n g  b l i n d e r s  o n  a n d  p r e v e n t i n g  t h e m s e l v e s  f r o m  s e e i n g  a l t e r n a t i v e s .  
T h a t  c a n  b e  v e r y  d e m o r a l i z i n g  f o r  s o m e  p e o p l e  i f  o r  w h e n  t h e y  r e a l i z e  
t h a t ' s  n o t  w h a t  t h e y  w a n t  t o  d o  o r  a c a d e m i c a l l y  t h e y  c a n ' t  d o  i t  a n y  m o r e .  
T h a t ' s  w h y  i t ' s  i m p o r t a n t  t o  k e e p  y o u r  o p t i o n s  o p e n  a n d  h a v e  b a c k u p  
p l a n s : '  
' ' T w o  r o a d s  d i v e r g e d  i n  a  y e l l o w  w o o d ,  
A n d  s o r r y  I  c o u l d  n o t  t r a v e l  b o t h "  
T h i s  i s  a  n o t - s o - f a m o u s  b u t  e q u a l l y  i n s p i r i n g  l i n e  f r o m  R o b e r t  F r o s t ' s  
T h e  R o a d  N o t  T a k e n .  
A l t h o u g h  I ' m  s u r e  i t  c a n  b e  i n t e r p r e t e d  i n  a  n u m b e r  o f  d i f f e r e n t  w a y s ,  
I ' d  l i k e  t o  t a k e  i t  i n  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  t h a t  e x p r e s s e s  h o w  b a c k u p  p l a n s  a r e n ' t  a l -
w a y s  b a c k u p  p l a n s .  
L e t  m e  r e p h r a s e :  s o m e t i m e s  a  b a c k u p  p l a n  i s  o n l y  a  b a c k u p  p l a n  b e -
c a u s e  y o u  c a n ' t  d o  t w o  t h i n g s  a t  o n c e .  
T h a t  i s ,  s o m e t i m e s  t h e  b a c k u p  p l a n  i s  j u s t  a s  a p p e a l i n g  a s  t h e  o r i g i n a l  
p l a n ,  b u t  y o u ' v e  g o t  t o  c h o o s e  o n e  a n d ,  c a l l  i t  f a t e ,  y o u  e n d  u p  d o i n g  o n e  
a n d  n o t  t h e  o t h e r .  
T h a t  i s ,  i f  t h e  f i r s t  p l a n  f a l l s  t h r o u g h  f o r  w h a t e v e r  r e a s o n ,  y o u ' r e  j u s t  a s  
c o n t e n t  d o i n g  t h e  n o n - b a c k u p  b a c k u p  p l a n .  
I  t h i n k  p e o p l e  w h o  h a v e  s e v e r a l  n o n - b a c k u p  b a c k u p  p l a n s  a r e  t h e  o n e s  
w h o  g e t  l u c k y .  T h a t  i s ,  w h e n  a t  l e a s t  g e t t i n g  l u c k y  i s  e q u a t e d  w i t h  g e t t i n g  
a n d  d o i n g  w h a t  y o u  w a n t .  
O f  c o u r s e  e v e r y t h i n g  i s  g o i n g  t o  w o r k  o u t  f o r  y o u  i f  y o u ' r e  h a p p y  n o  
m a t t e r  w h a t  y o u ' r e  d o i n g .  
I n  c o n c l u s i o n :  g e t  l u c k y .  
G o o d  l u c k !  
Polaris Music Prize winners
Final Fantasy
He Poos Clouds
2006
Patrick Watson
Close to Paradise
2007
Caribou
Andorra
2008
Fucked Up
The Chemistry of Com-
mon Life
2009
Polaris, politics and artistic merit
WLUSP discusses the albums shortlisted for the 2010 Polaris Music Prize
The Besnard Lakes The
Besnard Lakes Are the
Roaring Night
Despite rave reviews for its indie
twist on progressive rock, Student
Publications (WLUSP) failed to Mly
grasp the glory that some have seen
in The BesnardLakes Are the Roaring
Night.
Campus News Editor Mike Laku-
siak remarked that he was "not im-
pressed," though he recognized that
the album was "a step forward"
from the Montreal band's previous
releases.
WLUSP President 61301 Ossing-
ton liked the album, but seemed
skeptical as to whether or not it was
"Polaris-worthy."
Radio Laurier's Program Man-
ager Judith Brunton also found the
Besnard Lakes' album to be lack-
ing in exceptional quality, though
she claims that "they have a place in
their scene and they can hold on to
itwith this album."
The panel unanimously agreed
that a more deserving nominee
could have been chosen for the ..
shortlist.
Broken Social Scene
Forgiveness Rock Record
The panel was divided on the latest
record from one of Canada's most
influential and collaborative musi-
cal ensembles.
Arts Editor Sarah Murphy pre-
ferred the new "cohesive, tight-
sounding and put together" sound
that came through on Forgiveness
Rock Record, while Lakusiak believed
that the disjointed and sometimes
shambolic sound on previous al-
bums was the charm ofBroken So-
cial Scene's music.
With the band's decision to trim
their often overwhelming line-up
ofmusicians, Ossington believes
thatthis album ended up "miss-
ing a lot" and thinks thatForgiveness
should not be the item in the Broken
Social Scene (BSS) catalogue that
is finally awarded the Polaris Music
Prize, while In Depth Editor Rebecca
Vasluianu merely described it as
"alright."
Resoundingly opposed to BSS
winning, Brunton claimed that this
album sounded like "the dad-rock
ambient version ofgood Broken So-
cial Scene from the past," though
she vehemently defended the merit
of older material like You Forgot ItIn
People.
The notion that BSS are in strong
contention for awin due to their
already-existing body ofworkthat
has gone unrecognized by Polaris
introduced issues with jurypoli-
tics. Although the award should
be granted based solely on artistic
merit, political questions arise as
with any awards show.
Itwas the panel's consensus that
should BSS win, itwould most like-
ly be a vote to reward the band for
their career achievements, not for
Forgiveness Rock Record.
Caribou Swim
Previous winner Caribou wound up
on the shortlist again this year for
his album Swim.
Vasluianu argued that this past
year's release was not as good as
the 2008 Polaris-winning Andorra,
though Ossington felt its spot on
the shortlist was well-deserved and
Lakusiak "liked it tremendously."
Brunton described the one man
electronic act's Swim as "beautiful,
but not always accessible," which
perhaps explains the panel's divided
opinions.
Karkwa Le Chemtns de
Verre
The panel managed to agree that the
sole Francophone nominees on the
list were indeed deserving of the ac-
claim they've received.
Lakusiak pointed out that be-
cause the album presents a language
barrier to some listeners, it's "easy
to have a prejudice" before hearing
Le Chemins deVerre, while Murphy
agreed that not understanding the
lyrical elements ofthe songs could
be considered a drawback.
Nonetheless, each panel member
was thoroughly impressed by the
French Canadian musicians.
Vasluianu endorsed Karkwa as
having thebest album in the bunch
and Lakusiak believes that "amidst
the other nominees, it stands out."
Dan Mangan Nice, Nice,
Very Nice
Seemingly a favourite amongst
WLUSP, British Columbia-based
singer-songwriter Dan Mangan's
latest album won rave reviews
across the board.
Nice, Nice, VeryNice marvellous-
ly demonstrates Mangan's ability
to tell stories through music. The
sound is far from aggressive, but the
songs are accessible to most audi-
ences and are memorable long after
an initial listen.
After hearing it for the first
time,Lakusiak was "immediately
amazed" and months later is of the
same persuasion.
With the prize supposedly be-
ing awarded solely on artistic merit,
Brunton declaredthat Mangan has
"incredible artistic ability" and went
on to say that he seems like an artist
who truly earned his nod by work-
ing his ass off.
She further justified Mangan's
praise by remarking that he has the
potential to become "a staple in the
Canadian scene."
Ossington, Vasluianu and Mur-
phy all enthusiastically supported
the comments made by the rest of
the panel.
Owen Pallett Heartland
Previous winner ofthe 2006 Polaris
Music Prize (under the pseudonym
Final Fantasy), Pallett snagged an-
other nominationfor his concept al-
bum Heartland.
Brunton described the album's
arrangement as "verybrave and
very beautiful," while Ossing-
ton remarked that "whatever Pal-
lett touches turns to gold." He also
praised Heartland's production qual-
ity, but believed there were better
overall nominees in this years
contest.
Lakusiak somewhat agreed, stat-
ing that"amongst the crowd Pal-
lett's inright now, I don't see his al-
bum as superior."
Vasluianuand Murphy ques-
tioned Pallett's ability to outdo the
2006 winning album HePoos Clouds,
deciding that it is improbable that
he will be rewarded the prize again
thisyear.
Radio Radio Belmundo
Regal
Arguably the most unique entry on
the shortlist thisyear, Radio Radio's
album acted asthe panel's first in-
troduction to Acadian hip hop.
Words like campy, fun and ri-
diculous were thrown around as the
panel grappled to find a comprehen-
sive way to define Belmundo Regal.
Ossington felt as a band that is
respected within its own obscure
scene, Radio Radio was a justifiable
inclusion on the shortlist for Polaris
this year, while Murphy commented
that Belmundo Regal deserved rec-
ognition simply for adding variety
to the sometimes standard, indie-
rock-heavy list.
The Sadies Darker
Circles
The Sadies are good atwhat they do.
They have been producing what
Lakusiak deemed solid "Canadian
bar music" for the last 12 years, but
the panel objected to the idea of
granting a prize for the best album
of the year to a band for having a
well-respected back-catalogue.
That said, Darker Circles is still a
great album that showcases how
much the band has grown over time.
Catchy, janglyriffs permeate the
album, making it difficult for listen-
ers to not tap their foot along to the
music.
Not a favourite album amongst
WLUSP, but nonetheless respected;
Ossington closed the discussion
saying, "I understand why it's on the
list."
Shad TSOL
Laurier alumnus Shad returns to
the Canadian hip hop scene with his
second Polaris-nominated album
TSOL.
Described by Murphy as music
that is "super articulate, intelligent
and still relatable," the album also
provides much-needed diversity on
the listby incorporating yet another
genre.
Lakusiak affectionately referred
to TSOL as "a wonderful album by a
wonderful human being," whereas
Brunton aired her concerns that
Shad's chances of winning maybe
affected by thePolaris jury's de-
sire to "look cool" by selecting a rap
album.
Tegan b Sara Sainthood
TwinsTegan and Sara Quin sparked
some heated debate amongstpanel
members, though ultimately it was
unanimously agreed that Sainthood
should not have been included on
the shortlist.
Previous fans ofthe band, Oss-
ington and Lakusiak both agreed
that this album is not their best
work - something they attribute to
over production and a failed attempt
at a "retro-pop thing."Brunton felt
that the duo's increased success has
turned Tegan & Sara in to "a uni-
versal gateway indie rock band that
feels pressure to be something that
they don't need to be."
Vasluianu and Murphy criticized
the album for sounding too similar
to their other material, lacking any
real artistic growth.
Should win.
Dan Mangan
Will win:
Broken Social Scene
The Polaris Music Prize winnerwill
be announced on September 20 at a
gala in Toronto.
— Compiled by Sarah Murphy
mnim
o Are you on the voters' list?
Call or visit the Clerk's Office at Waterloo City Hall
to see if you're on the municipal election voters' list.
If your name isn't on the list, you can fill in a form to ensure you're ready to vote on Election Day - Oct. 25.
To vote, everyone must present ID with their name, address and signature, or sign a declaration from
confirming their eligibility.
OFormore information, visit Waterloo City Hall at 100 Regina St. S., call 519-747-8704or 519-747-8703, email elections@waterloo.ca or go to www.waterloo/election.
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Poll Results:
How will you be
celebrating O-Week?
52%
Call me when it's over
27%
Drinking
15%
Participate in some things and do
my own stuff as well
6%
Cheering and participating like
crazy
Check out thecord.ca
for this week's question
Dear Life
Dear Life is youropportunity towrite a
letter toyour life, allowingyou to vent
your anger with life's littlefrustrations in
a completely publicforum. All submis-
sions to DearLife areanonymous, should
be no longer than 100 words and must be
addressed toyour life. Submissions can be
sent to dearlife@thecord.ca no later than
Monday atnoon each week.
Dear Life,
It really bugs me that every time I
go to look at my horoscope in The
Cord, I'm looking at the wrong
symbol. The Cancer symbol and the
Gemini symbol should be switched
back to their normal states.
Sincerely,
Please learn your Astrology
symbols
DearLife,
Every time I "walk on the hawk" I
get yelled at by self righteous school
spirit fuck heads. Guess who paid
for thatmonstrosity? Part ofmy
school fees and part ofyours. Ifyou
choose to fucking clog the hall and
part like Moses did to the Red Sea,
I will choose to walk right down the
middle of that $15,000 sea bed.
Sincerely,
It's my fucking floor too
DearLife,
There was no hawk in the hall of
fame threeyears ago, and it was cer-
tainlynice to be able to walk down
the hall without getting surrounded,
yelled atand shoved. Forget this
overpriced "tradition"; let's go back
to the days ofdecency.
Sincerely,
Aggression * school spirit
CLASSIFIEDS
Advertising Manager Angela Foster « angela(awlusp.com
Volunteer for The Cord
Opportunities for photographers, copy
editors, graphic artists and more!
Submit your application online at
www.wlusp.com or email
editor@thecord.ca for more details.
Student rental properties avail- Guitar, Bass & Voice Lessons
able for rent close to WLU. Adrian Jones Music School. Learn
CLEAN, upgraded DETACHED from a professional recording
houses, townhouses, apartments and performing musician. Day,
and true loft spaces rentals avail- evening and weekend times avail-
able on many nearby streets in- able. All styles and levels. Relaxed
eluding Ezra, Marshall, Hazel, and and comfortable setting. For
Lester. Rentals to suit all groups more info and student testimoni-
size from 1 to 13. Many start als, please visit www.adrianjones.
dates available. Please contact org (519)886-4514
Hoffaco Property Management info@adrianjones.org
-rent@hoffaco.com (preferred) or
through phone 519-885-7910.
tk '"fr walk to ""l1 I F '_ ,-,1 Ifp Jj pirs-
IHfci '_
Students must engage in
municipal campaign
On Oct. 25 the citizens ofWaterloo will be goingto the
polls to elect a new mayor and council for the next four
years. Traditionally, turnout in municipal elections is
abysmal and this is especially the case foryoung voters.
There is however quite a bit at stake for students and
every effort needs to be made to reverse this trend.
Several issues have arisen that have a direct impact
on students. Currently, there is a study looking at the
feasibility ofpaid parking on Bricker Ave. This is noth-
ing but a money grab that targets students.
Perhaps most outrageously, last year a bylaw was
passed to levy a thousand dollar fine on those on the
lease ofa property hosting a kegger, withpublic drunk-
enness tickets being allowed to be levied on private
property.
More and more students find themselves the target
ofpopulist agitation by municipal politicians pander-
ing to adult voters. Students are an easy punching bag
because they aren't engaged and don't hold their mu-
nicipal leaders accountable.
On top of all this of course is the larger issue ofstu-
dent integration in the community. Our municipal
leaders have an obligation to take the needs of students
into account whenforming policy, but sometimes they
need a push in the right direction. This can only happen
if students become engaged in the community.
Integration is a two way street; students also must
make an effort to participate in the community and en-
gage. So be sure to pay attention to the issues in the
race, perhaps attend a candidate debate and cast your
vote in October. Things won't change unless students
take action.
-The Cord Editorial Board
Qur'an burning threat by
pastor irresponsible
The recent controversy over the potential burning of
200 Qur'an on Sept. 11 by a Florida pastor has sparked
a flurry ofrage around the world. Like the debate sur-
rounding the Park 51 Islamic cultural centre in south
Manhattan it pits societal values of freedom of speech
against a desire for a degree of sensitivity, cultural or
otherwise.
It is also clear that the burning oftheQur'an will
spark violence overseas, which would endanger the
lives of innocentAmericans both in the military and ci-
vilians. Even the threat ofthe demonstration has led to
deaths in Afghanistan.
Pastor Burns and his followers have a right to burn
the Qur'an ifthey so choose, justas ImamRauf has the
right to build the Park 51 Islamic Cultural Centre close
to Ground Zero. They are notbreaking the law and their
right to freedom ofexpression are enshrined in the Bill
ofRights. The arm ofthe state cannot be used to pre-
vent individuals from practicing theirrights.
It is clear, however, thatwith freedom comes re-
sponsibility. The proposed actions ofthe pastor are
grossly insensitive towards the vast majority of Mus-
limsaround the globe. Furthermore, the burning of the
Qur'an exposes a profound degree of ignorance and
bigotry that infects certain sectors ofAmerican society,
and harms America's reputation abroad.
This stunt played into the hands of Islamic extrem-
ists by creating a false perception ofa "Holy War" be-
tween theWest and Islam. The orchestrated outrage
that would have followed would have no doubt endan-
gered the lives ofAmerican soldiers in Afghanistan,
Iraq and at embassies across the Middle East.
Before embarking on stunts like burning sacred reli-
gious texts, Pastor Burns should seriously take a look at
the implications ofhis actions. Thankfully, reason pre-
vailed and the pastor backed down in this instance, but
the damage was already done.
-The Cord EditorialBoard
This unsigned editorial is based off informal discussions and
then agreed upon by the majority ofThe Cord's editorial board,
which consists of15 senior Cord staffincluding the Editor-in-
Chiefand Opinion Editor. The arguments made may reference
anyfacts thathave been made available through interviews,
documents or othersources. The views presented do not neces-
sarily reflect those ofThe Cord's volunteers, staffor WLUSP.
The Cord is published by
WilfridLaurier University Student Publications.
Contact Bryn Ossington, WLUSP President and CEO
75 University Ave.W, Waterloo ON N2L 3C5
EDITORIAL
Reflections on O-Week
MIKE LAKUSIAK
CAMPUS NEWS EDITOR
letters@thecord.ca
Opinion Editor Eric Merkley • emerkleytathecord.ca
Common sense seems to indicate that
there isn't a tremendous link between the
enthusiastic group "orientation" students
participate in during theirfirst week at
Laurier and the subsequent four years of
their university experience.
Despite the best intentions ofthose
involved in this yearly ritual to inject a
dose ofacademia into the week leading
up to what is meant to be several years
ofeducation, those intentions will again
have been drowned out by cheering.
Sure, there are vague "learning objec-
tives" attached to O-Week, but are stu-
dentsreally aided by being generally re-
duced to kindergarteners rather than the
adult selves they will be forced to look for
in themselves as they progress toward a
degree?
Will you put that youwere a "Green
Amazon" on your resume when you
eventually enter the workforce? Will you
draw from all the lessons you learned
from "Uh Oh" and theregatta games
when you're staying up all night writing
papers or pouring over textbooksbefore
exams in third year? Will this week have
done much more for you other than give
you an opportunity to meet people? No.
O- Week is a great tool for meeting
people, a necessary activity as one enters
university. It seems however that more
often than not, whatever acquaintances
or bonds result from the week are based
on the consensus that a lot ofwhat is go-
ing on is ridiculous.
This is not to say that the overall in-
tentions of O-Week are flawed, nor can
I come up with a much better solution
to the problem of several thousand fresh
universitystudents arriving on campus,
grappling with what comes next, all at
once.
The issue with O-Week is its theatri-
cal quality. The bright colours and yelling
meant to make first-years comfortable
in a new environment seem to obscure
what students are supposed to be here
for in the first place: learning and sub-
sequently a piece ofpaper proving such.
That is ultimately whypeople come to
university, right?
The other point stressed by O-Week
organizers is that this week is under-
standably meant to act as a transition
between high school and university. It
makes sense that students arrive with
an incomplete picture of all that univer-
sity will entail and as a result, O-Week
shouldfocus on preparing students for
what's to come.
However, instead ofexemplifying stu-
dent life, O-Week as it stands focuses al-
most exclusively on transitionofa social
nature. This leaves the academic transi-
tionalmost entirely up to the sometimes
sparsely-attended first-year lectures
and for frustrated profs to remedy in the
weeks to come.
Even the social nature ofO-Week isn't
entirelyrealistic. Students meet under
outrageous circumstances unrepresenta-
tive of therest of the time they'll spend
together atLaurier. Be forewarned that
you'll get to know your peers far better
(for better and worse) when they're not
wearing matching t-shirts and being led
between activities in groups as though
theirparents dumped them in a summer
camp.
Are students really
aided by being reduced
to kindergartners rather
than the adult selves
they will be forced to
j become as they progress
towards a degree?
Applying academic elements to the
week is an important step forward made
in recent years by those who organize
orientation. This idea should be taken a
little further. Retain some of the team-
building elements that keep anxiety in
check and focus more on what's to come
for students while toning down the in-
sanity of it all.
Bringing in guest lecturers or having
more involvement from faculty beyond
the existing academic sessions would
be a start. The Radical O-Week started
in recent years by LSPIRG has started
to take orientation in this direction.The
genesis for this was no doubtthat not ev-
eryone responds towhat can cometo be
the overwhelming antics involved with
the existing 0-Week.
What ultimately needs to be made
clear to students is that this week of ac-
tivities should be taken with a grain of
salt. There are far more valuable things
to come over the course ofthe next few
years thanreminiscing fondly or not
about one's first week here.
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Sleep habits and the 'A' student
DON MORGENSON
letters@thecord.ca
Opinion Editor Eric Merkley » emerkiey(athecord.ca
As I followed two students down the
hall, I could not help but overhear
bits oftheir conversation: "I just
pulled an 'all nighter' and I am not
sure all that cramming worked. I
just finished the exam and what I
thought I had retained.. .simply dis-
appeared."
Iwas tempted to intervene and
provide them with some unsolicited
advice, but I resisted the temptation
as they carried on downthe hall. I
was going to remind them of some
new evidence of links between a
good night's sleep and memory, all
ofwhich seriously questions that old
and outdated wisdom that suggests
studying all night will enhance that
next morning's exam performance.
Recent research suggests that
when people learn new skills and/
or new information their retrieval
performance does not improve un-
til after they have had more than
six - and preferably eight - hours of
sleep. What students have studied
or tried to learn does not get proper-
ly encoded in theirbrain's memory
circuits.
New work has identified a critical
association between memory banks,
retrieval and the first and last stag-
es of a night's sleep. This research
data has some very important im-
plications for institutions such as
universities, academies, medical
schools and the military; institu-
tions that attempt to train/educate
people after long periods ofsleep
deprivation.
As a "draftee" during my basic
training (with the 101stAirborne
Division), itwas futile trying to
learn to strip a .30 calibre, water-
cooled machine gun, while suffering
from severe sleep debt after being
roused out ofbed at g a.m. for rev-
eille. I am sure our field first ser-
geant never once thought that our
performance on the firing range
might be affected by a sleep debt.
How many of our current student
population will try for greater sleep
in the midst of October's mid-term
examinations or the coming final
exams in December? Only a very
small, but wise minority will do so.
In experiments in sleep laborato-
ries, individuals who slept for eight
solid hours get healthy bouts oftwo
kinds ofsleep. The first two hours
are spent in deep, slow-wave sleep
while the last two hours were spent
in REM (rapid eye movement) sleep
and those that receive both types
ofsleep tended to have much bet-
ter retrieval for materials they had
learned the day before. Even those
students tested two to three days to
a week after their training could do
the visual tasks given them more ac-
curately and faster.
Recent neuroscienceresearch has
provided an explanation for such
phenomena. During the first two
hours ofsleep (slow-wave sleep)
certain brain chemicals are in steep
decline as information flows out of a
memory region (hippocampus) into
the cerebral cortex.
During the next four hours, the
brain engages itself in an active
neurochemical conversation during
whichthe informationis distribut-
ed, categorized and networked.
During the last two hours of
sleep, brain chemistry and activ-
ity again change drastically as the
cortex goes into an active dreaming
state. The memory region is now
shut off from the cortex as the brain
literally re-enacts the learning and
solidifies the new connections in its
memory banks or what is referred to
as "consolidation".
Those students who do not get
sufficient sleep will not integrate the
new material, the newfacts or con-
cepts into theirmemories.
Making such healthy sleep even
more difficult, university students
tend to suffer from a form of "sleep
bulimia"; purging (sleeping little)
and then bingeing, wherein they try
to get by on three to five hours of
sleep per day and binge by sleeping
around the clock on weekends.
To read the rest ofDon Morgenson's
column and more, check out
thecord.ca
Letters to the Editor
Student Union level of
spending is absurd
i —/
RE: Financing student union projects,
Sept 6th
As a student ofLaurier, I would
love to see the Board ofDirec-
tors and current president jus-
tify this absurd level of spending.
We didn't need these newLCD
screens, we didn't need the gi-
ant electronic sign on the front of
the FNCC and we certainly didn't
need a smartphone application.
What students do need out of
theirelected officials is to approve
spending where it is needed.
Better yet, give me my $10 back
and I'll spend it in a way I deem
appropriate.
As a former ecohawk, I am ap-
palled by this spending. It repre-
sents a profound waste of elec-
tricity thatwill benefit only a
minority of students. If students
need to know what the weather is
like they can look out a window.
If they need to know the hours of
Wilf's they can walk up to Wilf's
and look at the sign or look it up
online. They are available on the
WLUSU website. This is not a big
enough campus to justify these
screens.
At the very least the board of
directors could have gotten some
advertising money out ofthese
expenditures. Did they not ap-
proach local businesses, banks,
the beer store, LCBO, Grocery
stores or Conestoga Mall to help
pay down the cost ofthese proj -
ects? The lack of advertising on
them tells me no one did.
I challenge any currentboard
member who supported this ex-
pense to justify their decision in a
future Cord article.
— Anonymous
Opposition to mosque
is politically motivated
RE:g/n mosquesparks controversy,
Sept 6th
The formentation of phony rage
by the erroneously named "Tea
Parly" and their ilk regarding the
'mosque' controversy (because it
is hard to get people angiy about
a "community centre" I suppose)
demonstrates two things: 1) that
those on the far right ofthe Amer-
ican political spectrum (Republi-
cans) have nothing of substance
or policy to run on during an
election year against the centre-
right (Democrats) and 2) the line
between ghosts and straw-men
when it comes to political dema-
gogueiy is quite thin.
Unspoken in this 'debate' of
who has the right to speak of cul-
tural sensitivity, of what tolerance
in America 2010 truly means, of
who gets to "claim" the events
of September 11th is the 55,000
square feet of "retail space" (as
listed on the Freedom Tower web-
site) available WITHIN Ground
Zero itself (and not blocks away
like the proposed community
center).
Nothing speaks more to the
commemorationof the dead than
being able to buy Nike shoes,
American Eagle t-shirts, and Levi
jeans on top oftheir remains.
Television satirist Stephen Col-
bert, tongue firmly planted into
cheek, said it best during his Aug.
12 broadcast, eviscerating the vit-
riolic rhetoric ofdegenerative dis-
course: "Every permit grantedto a
mosque is denied to an American
house of worship—the mall."
True profanity does not come
merely from ignorance; acquies-
cence to ignorance in the name of
profit orpolitical gain lurks be-
hind everything wrapped up in
theAmerican flag buttressed with
the rubble from the World Trade
Centre buildings.
— T.A. Pattinson
"9/11 Mosque" phrase
is misleading-
—'
RE: g/u mosquesparks controversy,
Sept 6th
The "Ground Zero Mosque" is not
a mosque, it is a giant cultural
community centre that will have
a mosque at the top. Itis a large
building blocks awayfrom where
the WTC fell and it will look like
any other building in the area.
The connotation that comes
from "Ground Zero Mosque" and
"9/11 mosque" makes one think
of a mosque, like ones built in the
Middle East, sitting atop where
theWTC used to stand. Ifyou are
going to debate it, the very least
you can do is address it without
influencingyourreaders' deci-
sions before they even read the
article.
— Alexander Canavan
Water fluoridation is a
public health issue
Most students are not aware that
the Region ofWaterloo fluori-
dates their water with hydrofluo-
rosilicic acid, an untested liquid,
scrubbed from the chimneys of
the phosphate industry. It is the
cheapest form offluoride, and
comes mixedwith traces of mer-
cury, lead, arsenic and radioactive
materials.
As you read this, citizens of
Waterloo are fighting fiercely
against the status quo to getthe
Region to end this practice by tell-
ing the City ofWaterloo to "turn
off the fluoride". This question is
on the Oct 25th election ballot in
Waterloo. You should become in-
volved, because it's your health.
Students have a choice — ig-
nore all this — stay inside the
safe bubble of university life, or
you could become politically ac-
tive in the City ofWaterloo. The
Fluoride Question is about your
daily health. The other ques-
tion — Amalgamation talks — is
about the sovereignty ofthe city
itself. Ifyou really don't care who
is mayor or who isyour ward
counsellor, you could at least care
what's in your drinking water
each day and how it affects your
body.
You could consider that stu-
dents are the most powerful vot-
ing block in the city in any elec-
tion, ifthey ever rose up!
—Peter Mansell
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OPINION
Vote on fate of long-gun registry looms
Cord contributors Joseph McNinch-Pazzano and Martin Pineda debate the long-gun registry, the
existence of which will be determined by a divided NDP caucus at third reading in the coming weeks
JOSEPH MCNINCH-PAZZANO
letters@thecord.ca
MARTIN PINEDA
letters@thecord.ca
Opinion Editor Eric Merkley • emerkleytathecord.ca
Point: Opposition to long-gun registry based on ideology and little else
The Conservative Party has erred
in advocating for the elimination of
the long-gun registry. In introduc-
ing her private member's bill, back-
bench Member ofParliament (MP)
Candice Hoeppner questionably
called the registry both "wasteful
and ineffective."
First, while the registry's initial
cost was overrun, the cost required
to maintain it from year to year
is minimal. Hoeppner's frustra-
tion over the initial implementa-
tion cost of the long-gun registry is
understandable.
When announced in 1995,Liber-
als said that it would cost the tax-
payers $85 million. The ultimate
cost of the registry program was al-
most $2 billion.
The argument about this cost fig-
ure, however, is now outdated. The
Conservatives are free to take issue
with the cost that has already been
associated with theregistry, but it
stands as no reason to eliminate it.
The only cause for concern now is
the current cost ofmaintaining the
program.
Former Royal Canadian Mounted
Police (RCMP) gunprogram direc-
tor Marty Cheliak has been cred-
ited with controlling the registry's
costs and estimates now point to
an ongoing annual cost ofonly $3-4
million.
Furthermore, compare this to a $9
to 13billion Tory proposal to build
more Canadian prisons and the
registry is like spare change in the
crime prevention purse.
Second, Hoeppner's stand on the
ineffectiveness oftheregistry is not
conclusively proven. While some—
Hoeppner would say most—police
officers do not want the registry, the
RCMP say it is an effective tool for
police who consult it daily to check
for any guns registered to someone
accused of a violent crime.
The registry is consulted 14,000
times a day on average in crime in-
vestigations, during police situa-
tions and after arrests. Ifthe registry
is eliminated, 7 milliongunregistry
records will be erased.
Even if Hoeppner is correct about
the ineffectiveness of those 14,000
inquiries, taking away one ofthe
tools that a police officercan use to
check a suspect's gun record inhibits
an officer's awareness ofwhatkind
ofsuspect they are dealingwith.
Still, Hoeppner would argue that
criminals won't be usingregistered
guns.
Waterloo Police Chief Matt To-
rigan argues that, in his experience,
people have indeed taken their own
and others' lives with registered
guns and thatknowing where those
guns are is helpful information for
officers.
Any debate on this subject must
concede that theregistry does not
know ofthe whereabouts ofall
guns. Even so, arguing thatbecause
the registry is unusable in some cir-
cumstances means that it should
cease to exist as a tool in all circum-
stances, is not a logical argument.
If the registry is flawed, Parliament
should work to continually improve
it, not eliminate it and negate all the
work and money that has been put
into it.
Hoeppner's stand that the reg-
istry is an "imposition on farmers
and hunters" seems to suggest that
she believes there is an untenable
burden on those who must register
their guns.
Underlying this implication
seems to be the opinion thatthe
liberty and freedom offarmers and
hunters is unduly breached by the
registry.
An ongoing and perhaps un-
breakable ideological difference un-
derlies this debate: should govern-
ment play a role in protecting col-
lective societal rights at the possible
j expense of individual rights?
To make the claim that the reg-
istry does this, however, Hoeppner
would have to make the utilitarian
argument that the burden on hunt-
ers and farmers far outweighs that
of the collective gain for society that
comes with the gun registry.
Hoeppner hasn't made this case
! and it would be a difficult one to
make.
The fairly minimal burden ofreg-
istering one's gun is far outweighed
by theburden that would be placed
on officers who think ofthe registry
as avaluable tool.
The passionate pursuit which
Hoeppner brings to this debate is
commendable. However, all debates
must balance ideology with reality.
Hoeppner's view ofthereality of
the gunregistry leads her to believe
that its imperfections should ren-
der it unusable. Perhaps, instead,
Hoeppner should work with other
members who see its imperfections
as welland build on the registry's
successes instead of tearing it apart.
Counter-point: Costly long-gun registry does little to target violent crime
A summer filled with bus tours and
barbecue events has come to an end
and Canadian politicians will once
again return to Parliament Hill to
vote on a private member's bill to
scrap the long-gun registry.
Many Canadians, particularly
shooting sports enthusiasts and
those living inrural areas, are glad
that this contentious issue is fi-
nally being given the recognition it
deserves.
Ifpassed, Bill C-391 will do away
with the long-gun portion of current
legislation requiring all firearms to
be registered. In other words, most
semi-automatic rifles and shotguns
will no longer need to be registered
with the Canada Firearms Centre.
All other firearms that fall un-
der the restricted and prohibited
classifications, such as handguns
and more compact semi-auto-
matic rifles, would still need to be
registered.
The fact ofthe matter is that the
existence ofthe long-gun registry
is an ineffective crimeprevention
strategy that comes at an enormous
cost to both Canadian taxpayers and
law-abiding firearms owners.
One ofthe biggest flaws ofthe
current long-gun registry is that
it does nothing to mitigate vio-
lent crime or the use of firearms by
criminals.
The mechanism by which fire-
arms are kept out of the hands of
criminals is through licensing.
This is why applicants who wish
to obtain a Possession and Ac-
quisition License (PAL) must take
various safety courses depending on
which types of firearms they would
like to acquire, pay several fees and
are subject to a criminal background
check administeredby the Royal
Canadian Mounted Police (RCMP).
Applicants are also screened for
any previous history of domestic
abuse, recent relationship failure,
assault or mental health issues.
Prospective handgun owners
must also be a member of a gun club
and pay costly membership dues
in order to obtain anAuthorization
to Transport permit (ATT), which
is required in order to transport a
handgun outside ofhome storage.
These policies provide sufficient
regulation offirearms and present
legitimate barriers that detercrimi-
nals from attempting to legally ac-
quire firearms.
What needs to be emphasized is
that it is illegal handguns and pro-
hibited firearms purchased through
the illicit arms trade which are the
weapons ofchoice for criminals —
not legally purchased long-guns.
The Vancouver Police's Strategic
Plan 2004-2008 reports that 97 per
cent offirearms seized in 2003were
illegal firearms brought into Canada
from the United States through or-
ganized crime.
Calgary Police Chief Rick Hanson
spoke out about the failure ofthe
long-gun registry in crime preven-
tion when he said, "For the years it's
been in effect, there are more guns
on the street today — handguns and
prohibited weapons— than I can
ever recall, and that's since the gun
registry has been implemented."
The number of illegally acquired
firearms continues to rise as does
the cost required to maintain such
an ineffective policy .What hurts all
Canadians, regardless ofwhether or
not they ownfirearms, is how tax-
payers continue to be burdened by
along-gun registry that is unable to
deter violent crimeyet is blatantly
irresponsible fiscally.
According to Public Safety Cana-
da, the previous Liberal government
promised in 1995that the long-gun
registry would be implemented at
net cost of$2 million.
Today, the Canadian Taxpayers
Federation estimates that costs have
amassed over $2 billion and count-
ing. We must not continue to blindly
invest such a substantial amount of
resources in failed policy.
Governmentspending should be
directed towards initiatives that ac-
tually combat gun violence.
This is best achieved through
having police forces that are better
funded to deal with organized crime,
better equipped border and airport
security personnel that can more ef-
fectively intercept illegal weapons
used in violent crimes and social
programs that cut out the roots of
delinquency before illegalposses-
sion offirearms even becomes an
issue.
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Ban on gay blood
donations justified
SHAGUN RANDHAWA
letters@thecord.ca
I was right behind the activist picket
fences, raising my own signs in sup-
port of gayrights. I was marching
right along in the fightfor same sex
marriage. But when the lights began
to shine on a new issue, one that has
been bubbling under the surface for
the past few decades, I had to take a
step back and assess the issue with
an eyefor the facts rather than a
heart for the clear violation of equal
rights.
Reluctantly, I have to agree with
Madam Justice Catherine Aitkin's
decision to find Kyle Freeman guilty.
In the 188-pageruling delivered
on Thursday, Toronto's Kyle Free-
man was ordered to pay $10,000 to
CanadianBlood Services for lying
about his sexual history on a ques-
tionnaireused to pre-screen blood
donors. Although he attempted to
invoke the Charter's equality provi-
sion in an attempt to challenge the
legitimacy ofthe questionnaire, the
verdict to prohibit males who have
participated in sexual activity with
other males has been upheld.
While others can protest, boycott
and stomp theirfeet at the Canadian
Blood Services for disallowing do-
nations from gay men, it has to be
understood that the Canadian Blood
Services is taking blood donations
from strangers. Although conten-
tions have been raised in regards to
samples being tested for diseases,
the fact ofthe matter is that no HIV
test is 100 per cent accurate during
the window period, a three month
timeframe after the contraction of
the ailment. What else canbe done
but eliminate high risk groups from
the donating pool, gay men being
one ofthem?
Before I amransacked with cries
ofinjustice, let's peruse a few facts.
Actoronto.org has published that
prior to 1995,81 per cent of positive
HIV tests in Canada among men
were from the "men having sex with
men" category. This proportion de-
creased to 49 per centby 1999 but in
2000, the number had increased to
60 per cent, (actoronto.org)
According to the Centres for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention (CDC),
the "men having sex with men" cat-
egoryis 44 times more likely to con-
tract HIV/AIDS than heterosexual
men.
In the face ofthese troubling sta-
tistics, it can be concluded that the
decision to remove this groupfrom
the donating pool is not to be seen
as offensive, but rather a move to
protect public safety.
To read the rest ofShagun
Randhawa's column and more
check out
thecord.ca
NICK LACHANCE VISUAL DIRECTOR
Light rail transit plan for
KW shows promise
MARCIE FOSTER
letters@thecord.ca
The Region of Waterloo recently
received funding in part by Fed-
eral and Provincial governments in
order to move ahead with its Light
Rail Transit (LRT) plan. Many of
Canada's largest cities have LRT in
place, including both Edmontonand
Toronto.
The region is growing at a rate
thatwould foresee growth targets
for the next 25 years being hit in
the next five to seven years and LRT
hopes to accommodate thatgrowth
by allowing both students and per-
manent residents easy access to the
main transit corridor and reduc-
ing the need to use a car as primary
means oftransportation.
Introducing Light Rail Transit to
Waterloo Region comes at a price -
almost $800 million. However, as
our economy continues to sputter,
people will desire more affordable
means oftransportation and LRT
certainly does offer that.
It is still not known what the true
cost of the LRT will be to the city
and the taxpayers. Not only does
everything always cost more than
the contractors say it will, but the
maintenance costs, the training and
wages ofemployees are all financial
worries that couldbe an issue ifthe
city does not receive the growth it
desires.
The money going into LRT
would be wasted if the returns do
not sustain the entire project. Of
course, the likelihood ofthe region
becoming stagnant is quite slim,
as both universities took in more
students and in general people are
moving to the area.
There's also the possibility that
maybe Waterloo region isn'tready
for such a change. Ideally, Light Rail
Transit would be introduced to re-
duce car traffic and the gridlock
already occurring on King Street
during the rush hours, therefore de-
creasing carbon emissions as well
as creating an uptown Waterloo that
wouldn't require the use of avehicle
to live in.
A lot ofEuropean cities have up-
town areas dedicated only to pedes-
trians and light rail - no cars. Due to
the very obvious fact that our cities
are continuously growing at avery
high rate, the light rail trains are an
excellent solution to taking cars off
the road.
When Kitchener-Waterloo built
the ConestogaParkway back in the
late 19605, the internal transit cor-
ridor's businesses and employees fi-
nally had a chance to connect. Travel
was made easier for those want-
ing to get to work and mobilitywas
increased. The LRT plan includes
stops atboth shopping centres as
well as at theKitchener Market and
UptownWaterloo area and would be
a greatway to get across town
The added pedes-
trian traffic coming off
these trains could be a
well-needed boost to
the Waterloo Region's
economy.
quickly and efficiently.
The added pedestrian traffic com-
ing off ofthese trains could be a
well-needed boost to the Waterloo
region's economy and would inspire
the city to create pedestrian-friend-
ly parts ofthe city.
Reducing the need for reliance
on a car in Waterloo region seems
to be an excellent reason to support
LRT, because whenthat need is re-
duced the opportunityarises to use
the spare lane for cyclists, planting
more trees or maybe justgiving peo-
ple more room to walk around and
enjoy our beautiful city.
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"We didnot show any sort of in-
tensity," said Hawks head coach Ma-
rio Halapir. "I thought we were flat
today. We were either scared to win,
or scared to compete and I have no
idea why."
Ultimately, itwas criminally
poor Gryphon marking that handed
rookie midfielder Donald Chmura
the goal that turned out to be the
game-winner.
A 53rd minute indirect free kick
by the Golden Hawks was allowed
to bounce inside the Guelph 18-yard
box, and Chmura, a Waterloo native,
found the ball athis feet.
Unmarked, he fired low short-
side giving Guelph goalkeeper Chad
Paparoni no chance.
Despite the poor performance, the
match did give the Hawks their third
win in three games, after downing
McMaster 2-1 in an away game on
Saturday. Nevertheless, they will
need to be sharper in the future as
the talent is certainly there.
"We have had a great start as far
as points go," said Halapir. "But to-
day [against Guelph] was a step
back...we did not execute and we
did not compete."
This Saturday, both teamswill
travel to St. Catherines for fixtures
with the Brock Badgers.
They remain on the road on Sun-
day afternoon, heading to Toronto
to take on the YorkLions before
returning home to Alumni Field
on Sept. 22 to face the Western
Mustangs.
The women's team currently sits
atop the OUA westdivision stand-
ings, two points ahead ofthe sec-
ond-place Maruaders. They also
occupy the number seven spot in
the Canadian Interuniversity Sport
(CIS) top ten.
Meanwhile, the men's unde-
feated record puts them in sec-
ond spot, three points back ofthe
Mustangs who have already played
four matches. The men's team
also claimed tenth spot in the CIS
rankings.
ELLI GARLIN PHOTOGRAPHY MANAGER
Laurier's Heather Malizia (4) takes on a Guelph defender during the Hawks' 2-0 victory on Sunday.
SPORTS
Sports Editor Justin Fauteux • jfauteuxtathecord.ca
Soccer teams
move to 3-0
-cover
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Stars of
the game
Shane Kelly, QB
19-34, 281 YDS, 1 TD, 1 INT
Shamawd Chambers, WR
8 REC, 138 YDS, 1 TD
Hawks rebound vs. Blues
JUSTIN FAUTEUX
SPORTS EDITOR
After starting theirseason with a
blow-out loss to theWestern Mus-
tangs and a heart-breaking defeat
at the hands ofthe McMaster Ma-
rauders, theWilfridLaurier Golden
Hawks men's football team could
not have askedfor a better opponent
than the University ofToronto Var-
sity Blues for game three.
Coming into the game, the peren-
nially bottom-feeding Blues hadn't
beaten the Hawks since 1996and on
Saturday night, the purple and gold
continued that trend.
Playing in front oftheirhome fans
for the first time this season, the
Hawks cruised to a 37-6 win, notch-
ing theirfirst victory of the young
season.
"Any timeyou start the season
0-2 and you get that first win, it's re -
ally a monkey offyour back," said
Laurier quarterback Shane Kelly.
"Especially with the way we lost
to Western and then the way we lost
to McMaster, getting a win just gets
everyone back on track and makes
us realize that we're a good football
team again."
Kelly was making his return to the
lineup against the Blues after miss-
ing the McMaster game with an in-
juryhe sustained versus Western.
However, the injurywasn't the
onlybad memory Kelly, a native
ofNew Jerseyand a former NCAA
quarterback, took awayfrom his first
game north of the border. In that
46-1 drubbing, Kelly and the Hawks
offence looked out of sync and over-
whelmed as they struggled to just
157 total yards.
But against Toronto, the crowd
at University Stadium was treated
to an offensive display worthy of
the pre-season hype the Hawks re-
ceived. Kelly finished with 281 yards
and a touchdown pass, but more im-
portantly got the ball into the hands
ofhis playmakers.
2008 provincial all-star Shamawd
Chambers had eight catches for 138
yards and a touchdown. Last year's
All-Canadian Dillon Heap racked
up seven catches for 77 yards. And
second-year running back Anton
Bennett rushed for 75 yards and two
touchdowns, atoning for his last-
minutefumble against Mac.
"This is the team that we saw
coming out ofcamp," said head
coach and manager offootball op-
erations Gary Jeffries. "This is the
team I expected us to be and we're
juststarting to build. We're not
nearly where we want to be now
and we're going to continue to get
better."
Defensively, thepurple and gold
smothered the Blues' attack, limit-
ing themto just 147 total yards.
Now with a win under theirbelts
the Hawks will look to put their
humbling start firmly in the rear-
view mirror. They will now look to
prove that they are capable ofbe-
ing the Yates Cup contender that so
many believed them to be prior to
the season.
"It's better to peak late than early,"
said Chambers.
"Some teams are peaking now
and I'd rather peak later in the sea-
son because that's when itreally
matters... We've justgot to continue
to work."
The Hawks now move into a bye
weekbefore taking on the York Li-
ons - another perpetually basement
dwelling team - at home on Sept.
25. Considering the grueling start
the team has had Jeffries believes
the bye came at the perfect time.
"The first thing we need is a rest,"
he said.
"It's been a grind. 12 days of
camp, three games in 11 days, in
London, in Hamilton, and back here
tonight, so we'regoing to take some
timebut after that we'll be right back
to work, continuing to get better."
ELLI GARLIN PHOTOGRAPHY MANAGER
Football team looks to erase 0-2 start after blow-out win over University of Toronto
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Week of
September 13 -19, 2010
RECENT SCORES
09.08.10
M Baseball 18- Oakville 11
09.11.10
M Football 37-Toronto 6
M Baseball 2-Toronto 10
. x ' 0 "M Baseball 8 - Toronto 3
VV Soccer 3 - McMaster 2
M Soccer 2 - McMaster 1
09.12.10
M Baseball 8 - Guelph 9
M Baseball 14 - Guelph 3
M Rugby 8 - Queen's 54
W Rugby 0 - Western 76
W Soccer 2 - Guelph 0 . .
M Soccer 1 - Guelph 0 ( ,
UPCOMING HOME GAMES
M Rugby vs Brock
University Stadium/7:30 p.m.
09.17.10
W Rugby vs Brock
University Stadium, 7:30 p.m.
09.19.10
M Baseball vs Brock
Bechtel Park, 1:00 p.m.
M Baseball vs Brock
Bechtel Park, 3:00 p.m.
LAURIER BOOKSTORE
ATEILETES OF THE WEEK
Nathan Loehle
Men's Baseball
Tania Pedron
Women's Soccer
www.laurierathletics.com
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Baseball team splits weekend
Hawks open season at 2-2 after splitting a pair of double-headers with U of T and Guelph
TIEJA MACLAUGHLIN
STAFF WRITER
After finishing 5-1 in pre season
action, the Wilfrid Laurier Golden
Hawks men's baseball team has
opened up their regular season with
a set of double headers against the
University ofToronto Varsity Blues
and the Guelph Gryphons.
The Hawks split both contests at
a game a piece giving them a 2 - 2 re -
cord after week one.
"Having four games every week-
end makes things a little bit differ-
ent than what we've had in thepast,"
commented head coach Scott Bal-
lantyne. "We have to have a lot of
depth on the mound."
The Varsity Blues visited Bechtel
Park for the Hawks' home opener
and despite getting almost shut out
in game one 10-2, the purple and
gold secured an 8-3 victory in game
two up against the 2009 Pitcher of
the Year, Tyler Wilson.
For Laurier, third-year Steve Za-
grodny picked up the win throwing a
complete game.
Travelling to Guelph on Sunday,
the Gryphons barely took the first
game9-8 but again the Hawks bat-
tled back in game two soaring to a
14-3 win.
Third-year Ryan Panas had a
combined total of six hits, three RBI
and two runs.
"We're happy with the way we hit
the ball - we scored 32 runs in four
games," said Ballantyne. "We didn't
play as great defensively as we'd
like, so there's a few things to work
on but I think things are going in the
right direction."
For his outstanding performance
over the weekend, highly touted
rookie centre-fielder Nathan Loehle
won both Laurier and Ontario Uni-
versityAthletics (OUA) athlete of
the week honours. Loehle went 8 for
17 with nine runs scored, five RBls
and three stolen bases.
"Nathan can play," said Ballan-
tyne. "He's got a lot oftools and
he really put that on display this
weekend; we know that he's going
to be the catalyst ofour offense this
season."
A product of theTerriers baseball
program in Cambridge, Ont. and a
member of coach Ballantyne's Ju-
nior Intercounty Champion sum-
mer squad, the KW JuniorPanthers,
Loehle has thus far had one ofthe
most dominatingrookie campaigns
inLaurier baseball history.
The Hawks have a busy week-
end ahead, travelling to Western on
Friday to take on the reigning OUA
Champion Mustangs, who took out
the Hawks in two straight games
last season to win the title (cur-
rently at 3-1 for the season). The
Hawks thenhost an alumni game on
Saturday, and finally take on the 4-0
Brock Badgers at home on Sunday.
"Right now our approach is to
take it one game at a time; we can't
get too far ahead of ourselves," said
Ballantyne.
ELLI GARLIN PHOTOGRAPHY MANAGER
Second-year Robert Lambert (42) awaits the umpire's decision after sliding into second base during
one of the Hawks' games against Toronto on Saturday.
Athletics
to charge
students
MARISSA HERNER
CORD SPORTS
T-shirtwith a Golden Hawk logo:
$9.99. Admission to a WLU sporting
event: $2-85. Team spirit: priceless?
After instituting a five dollar
charge for students to attend foot-
ball games last year, students will
now have to pay to attend hockey,
basketball and volleyball. In pre-
vious years, attending a sporting
event cost nothing when one pos-
sessed a WLU student card.
"I think games shouldbe free
to students because we are there
to support our school," said Jamie
Stewart, a second-year Environ-
mentalStudies student.
However, Stewart sees the other
side ofthe issue mentioning that, "If
there are cutbacks like people los-
ing their jobs or fewer opportunities
for students and athletes because of
the lack in income from games, then
maybe there should be fees."
The question is, with admission
fees to games, will students contin-
ue goingto games?
"Absolutely students will contin-
ue to come," he said. "Especially the
way the tickets are being marketed,
with special offers such as flat-rate
yearly passes or homecoming tick-
ets that include a t-shirt along with
a ticket for only fifteen dollars."
"It creates different incentives
for students to come so that we can
drive that spirit and actually get
people behind the game."
The ticket revenue will go into
funding things such as event staff
and travel costs.
Sports in brief
UWjalayer tests positive for
Last week, a member of the sus -
pended University ofWaterloo
(UW) football team became the first
North American athlete to test posi-
tive for Human Growth Hormone
(HGH). On Sept. 8, the Canadian
Centre for Ethics in Sports (CCES)
announced that running back Matt
Socholotiuk had tested positive for
HGH and received a three-year ban
from Canadian Interuniversity Sport
(CIS) competition.
Socholotiuk was among the nine
UW players who were caught us-
ing performance-enhancing drugs
when the CCES tested the entire
team in March after a former player
was arrested on a trafficking charge.
Hawks shut-out in opener
The Golden Hawks women'srugby
opened their season with a 76-0 loss
to the Western Mustangs on Sunday
afternoon, marking thefifth straight
year the team has dropped their first
game of theyear.
Mustangs' rookie Arielle Dubi-
sette-Borrice led the way in the rout,
racking up four tries against an in-
experienced Hawks' squad.
Men's Rugby falls to
Queen's
Laurier's men's rugby team opened
their season at 0-1 on Sunday af-
ter a 54-8 defeatat the hands ofthe
Queen's Gaels.
The Hawks are coming off a 4-4
season in 2009, which saw them
lose in the Ontario University Ath-
letics (OUA) quarter-finals.
-All Compiledby JustinFauteux
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